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"EASTER TRIUMPH, EASTER JOY!"
Easter time is filled with joy. There is the joy of friendship. We know what
it is like to greet a good friend we haven't seen in years. Imagine the joy of
Jesus' friends, who had watched while he was put to death, when they met
him on that first Easter Day! Hurrying away from the tomb, afraid yet filled
with joy, the women suddenly met Jesus. "Greetings," he said. "Go tell my
brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me." (Matthew 28:10 NIV)
Imagine the joy of two friends, walking along a road leading from
Jerusalem, discussing the disturbing news of the past several days with a
stranger, when they sat down to a meal and suddenly recognized that the
"stranger" was their dearest friend!
Easter is filled with the joy of victory. It is good to celebrate a win, whether
it is a sports meet, an academic contest, or a personal triumph. We set goals
and celebrate accomplishments. The victory God has given us in Christ
includes the goal of heaven. His defeat of death is an accomplished fact.
"We are more than conquerors through him who loved us. . . . Nothing in
all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ
Jesus our Lord." (Romans 8:37-39 NIV)
Easter is filled with the joy of forgiveness. When friendship is ruptured by
some deep hurt or injustice, the ongoing pain of the broken relationship is
greater than the first wrong. When the first "I'm sorry!" tears are shed and a
handclasp or hug seals the restoration of fellowship, it is as though a new
life is begun. Easter joy is the creation of a pure heart and the renewal of a
steadfast spirit.
Easter joy reassures us that Jesus' friendship is for eternity, not just for
today.
Jesus' victory over sin and death is an accomplishment, not just a goal.
Jesus' forgiveness is the restoration of a broken relationship. In Christ, God
was reconciling the world to himself, not counting our sins against us, but
making Jesus, who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we may be the
righteousness of God.
"Easter triumph, Easter joy!
This alone can sin destroy;
From sin’s pow'r, Lord set us free,
Newborn souls in you to be. Alleluia!"
(At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing, LSB #633, 7)

Pastor Gilbert Franke

Relay for Life of Austin County will be held Friday, May 3rd, in Bellville.

Remember to
honor a loved one by purchasing a luminaria for a minimum donation of $5.00. The candles nestled in bags will be lit to
give off a warm glow during our ceremony at 9:00 p.m. You can dedicate this tribute to someone who has passed away
from cancer or someone who is currently fighting and surviving cancer. We encourage you to decorate your own
luminaria bag with pictures, stickers, poems, or anything that shows the personality of the person you are honoring. Please
contact Janice Wied for bags and forms. To ensure that the names of the honored individuals are listed on the Wall of
Hope, please have your completed forms, bags, and money turned in no later than April 7th.

Birthdays for the Month!
4/01
4/02
4/02
4/02
4/03
4/03
4/05
4/05
4/07
4/10
4/13
4/14
4/14

Sue Kristynik
Jay Sams
Tracy Schiller
Rachel Wolf
Audra Luttrall
Jennifer Smith
Angelica Fitzgerald
Sharon Salyer
Anessa Sillman
David Fait
CAYDEN KOPECKY
Craig Fasher
Amanda Matus

4/14
4/15
4/15
4/17
4/18
4/19
4/20
4/21
4/21
4/21
4/22
4/22
4/23
4/23
4/23

Larry Salyer
Wes Schuknecht
Brent Foltz
Sarah Emshoff
Marlene Leiber
Donald Munoz
Denise Kopecky
Pam Schuknecht
KENNA RYLAND
Glenwood Kveton
Brent Novosad
Antoinette Romano
AVERY GRIGAR
Matt Rath
Renee Pursley

4/23
KADEN ROBERTS
4/23
Eddie Svinky
4/25
KAYLA ROMANO
4/26
James Burgess
4/26
Carol Jean Hauschild
4/26
Jerry Leiber
4/26
Geraldine Barrett
4/27
Harli Laake
Mark Hill
4/29
NICOLE FASHNER
JOSHUA PUTT
4/30
Kimberly Hobratschk
4/30
Edwin Remmert

Happy Anniversary

04/01/1972
04/02/1967
04/02/1983

Let’s rejoice with these couples as they celebrate the designated anniversaries.
Alan & Jeanie Boehm
04/19/1988
Donald and Felicia Munoz
Larry & Barbara Koy
04/25/1998
Joe and Jennifer Smith
Jerry & Linda Schroeder

Sharon Salyer Lavonn Schier

Death is Defeated
Easter Eucharist

Joyce Meyer

Dear Trinity Lutheran Church,
Thank you for the use of your kitchen
and auditorium for the 2013 pancake
supper. Your wonderful facilities
always ensure that he event will run
smoothly and efficiently from beginning
to end. We are thankful for and
appreciate your contribution to the
event.
Sincerely,
Sealy Christian Pantry

Death is defeated! See the curse of sin
Crushed in a battle we could never win!
Jesus, the Victor, overcame our foes.
On the third morning triumphant He rose!
He was the Victim; now He serves as Priest.
All that He sacrificed becomes our feast.
Come eat His Body, risen from the dead,
And drink the life-giving Blood that He shed.
Death was the ransom Jesus came to pay!
Now to His glory joyful people say:
“Come see His mercy all across the land;
We live our thanks giving praise to the Lamb.”

UPCOMING FUNDRAISER!! Limit 200
Tickets
TRINITY LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL
CHICKEN SPAGHETTI DINNER
FUNDRAISER!

-- Gilbert A. Franke, 3/16/2013

Please keep in your Prayers our Nursing Home
Residents
Ellie Michaels Eddie Svinky Lillie Wittenburg
Estella Heintschel Louise Kinsey
Shut Ins
Edd and Clara Gerstenberger Joe and Bernice Hintz

Trinity Lutheran Preschool
Chicken Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser
Wednesday, April 10, 2013
5:00 pm – 6:30 pm
DRIVE THRU ONLY!
$8.00
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You can purchase your tickets
in the Church or Preschool Office

by your name to indicate whether you prefer
fried or baked chicken when you register your
attendance.
We are so very grateful to Ruby
Emshoff, Betty Richter, Gerry Stuessel and
Rose Marie Trenckmann for serving as our
hostesses! It was a most enjoyable event…Great
food! Great fellowship!
Looking forward to seeing you on April
rd
3 ! Please invite your friends! If you would like
to bring a dessert, please register on the
respective sign-up sheet is in the Narthex.

Thank you in advance!
Ms. Maggie

Seniors’ Day
Luncheon Held February 6th
In a delightful Easter and spring theme,
Mary Buechmann cordially welcomed everyone to
the March luncheon and was pleasantly surprised
by the presentation of a beautiful floral
arrangement and the singing of Happy Birthday
in honor of her birthday!
Following, she presented an update on Pat
Schmidt – recovering from open heart surgery,
and Mildred Pless – briefly hospitalized due to a
reaction to medication. She requested that
these members and all shut-ins be remembered
in our prayers.
A selection from “His Mysterious Ways”,
featured in Guideposts magazine was the basis
of the devotion presented by Mary Buechmann
which displayed God’s work in reuniting siblings
through mysterious phone calls who have not
spoken to each other in years. She closed with
offering blessings on the food.
The Seniors enjoyed a delicious meal
consisting of Lasagna, green beans, salad and
garlic bread provided by hostesses Ruby
Emshoff, Betty Richter, Gerry Stuessel and
Rose Marie Trenckmann. Complementing the
meal was a delicious selection of desserts
prepared by Ruby Emshoff, Betty Remmert,
Karen Schaare and Geraldine Barrett.
Following the meal, everyone enjoyed
socializing and playing bingo. A super thanks to
Robert Richter who served as our Bingo caller!
Also, a big thank-you to Betty Remmert and
Betty Richter for contributing Bingo prizes!
The next Seniors’ Luncheon will be held
April 3rd! Hostesses will be Mary Buechmann,
Antoinette Romano, and Geraldine Barrett. The
menu will consist of Fried and Baked Chicken,
Mashed Potatoes and Mixed Vegetables! To help
with placing the order, please place an “F” or “B”

Come Join the
If you have any questions, please call
Antoinette (885.7932), Mary (885.2740),
Geraldine (885.3450)

All Youth Event!
Time Square/Main Event
Sunday April 14th after church
Contact Rhonda Pavelka for
more information
979-877-5751

Ladies Aid News
Trinity Lutheran Ladies Aid Society members
and guests were welcomed by president,
Ruth Paben.
Two guests, Austin County Sherriff
Jack W. Brandes and Michael Doerrig,
Financial Crimes/Fraud Investigator of Austin
County Sheriff’s Office gave a report of
Security, Web Sites, Scams and Bank
Statements.
Betty Remmert and Betty Richter were
hostesses.
Quilts were made and several
visitations and telephone calls were made.
Hostesses in April are Ursula Kutra and
Ruth Paben.
The Mite box donations were given to
Krause Village in katy.
Vivian Kveton and Bernice Hintz
observed their birthdays in March.
Delicious refreshments furnished by
members were enjoyed.
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Next meeting is Thursday, April 4 th.
Visitors are invited to attend.
Nettie Swearingen

research into catastrophic childhood
diseases, mainly cancer.
St. Jude’s Research Hospital sends
us a week long program that teaches the
children about bike safety with story
color sheets, reading book and DVD. The
DVD is about Bikewell Bear and lessons
about bike safety.
We are asking each child to donate
$1.00 or more that would go towards St.
Jude’s Research Hospital to help families
in need with the cost of treatments for
their child who has cancer.
St. Jude’s Research Hospital was
founded by the late entertainer Danny
Thomas.
The
hospital
is
an
internationally recognized biomedical
research hospital dedicated to childhood
cancer. Patients’ care and research are
supported through funds raised by
ALSAC, which is American Lebanese
Syrian Associated Charities.
ALSAC covers all cost not covered
by insurance for medical treatment
rendered at St. Jude’s Research Hospital.
Families without insurance are never
asked to pay. With the support of you
and others more than 18,750 patients
have been successfully treated at St.
Jude’s Research Hospital.
As a preschool we teach the
children about what donations are and
how we can help families in need. With
each child’s donation of $1.00 or more to
St. Jude’s Research Hospital for support,
we can help millions around the world
both through increased safety and
cancer research and treatment. Let’s try
to raise as much money as we can to
help these families in need.

Bake Sale

Trinity Lutheran Church Ladies Aid is having
a bake sale Saturday, May 12 th beginning at
8:00 am on the corner of Hwy 36 and 4 th
Street.
We need support from everyone to
help bake items for the sale. Won’t you join
the ladies by baking or supporting this
project? If you plan on helping by baking
please bring in your baked items by 8:00 am
on Saturday, May 12th which is the day of the
sale or bring in during office hours on Friday,
May 11th.
Thank you for your support in
advance! Please sign up in the Narthex if
you are helping bake something for the bake
sale. Your participation of baking is greatly
appreciated!!

Trinity
Lutheran
Preschool is having a Chicken
Spaghetti
Dinner
Drive
Thru
Fundraiser set for Wednesday, April
10th, 5:00 pm – 6:30 pm. The costs
of the tickets are $8.00. Limit of 200
hundred tickets will be sold. Once
sold out that is it!
I want to thank all the parents
for helping in donating some of the
items that were needed to make this
fundraiser a success!
Each year the preschool comes
together with St. Jude’s Research
Hospital to teach the children the
importance of bike safety while raising
money for childhood cancer research.
Bike safety week will be Monday, April
22nd- Friday, April 26th.
St. Jude’s Research Hospital in
Memphis,
Tennessee
is
the
first
institution established for the sole
purpose of conducting basic and clinical

Bike Safety with Retired Trooper
Gary! Retired Trooper Gary Pflughaupt
will come to the preschool to talk to the
children about Bike Safety on Friday,
April 26th at 10:00 am.
Mr. Gary will reinforce Bikewell
Bears lessons on bike safety. He will talk
to the children about the importance of
wearing a helmet, watching out for
people, and being aware of parked cars
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and
knowing
driveways
can
be
dangerous while riding a bike. Teaching
safety is important here at Trinity.
Family of the Week! Family of the
week is a program we have that aids
children to share their family with
everyone at preschool and church. Each
week a family will be chosen to be Family
of the Week.
Your child is asked to bring
about five to ten pictures of their family
to be placed on the preschool bulletin
board in the gym. Always check your
calendar of events to see if it is your turn
to be family of the week. Families of the
Week for the month of April are:
April 8th – April 12th
Nathaly Velazquez
Victoria Velazquez
April 15th – April 19th
Lillian Villalovoz
Bruce Vivion
April 22nd – April 26th
Garrison Ward
Travis Willingham
April 29th –May 3rd
Jonas and Jamie Feland
Please hand your pictures to your
child’s teacher the Friday before your
child is Family of the Week!
Wear Black Day! On Friday, April
12th the children can wear the color
BLACK to reinforce the color for the
month.
Themes! The themes for the month
of April are:
Spring/Farm and Sea
Animals. The color the children will be
learning and reinforcing is BLACK, and
the shape is DIAMOND and the letters to
teach are B, V, E, W, and K for the ones
that are ready to move on.
The Bible stories for the month of
April are:
April 1st- April 5th
Jesus in Jerusalem
April 8th – April 12th
Paul’s Change of Heart
God Promises a New World
April 15th – April 19th
The Man Who Remembered

The Blind Begger
April 22nd - April 26th
A Small Man
Two Small Coins
April 29th
The Man at the Pool
The children continue to learn the
Ten Commandments and Lord’s Prayer
and know that Jesus loves them.
Cap and Gown Pictures!
Treasured Portraits will come and
take individual and group cap and gown
pictures for the four year old classes that
are graduating.
This will take place on Wednesday,
April 17th at 8:15 am. Please be sure to
fill out your order form and money and
return it to the office by Friday, April 12th.
No pictures will be taken without the
form and money.
Pajama Day! On Friday, April 19 th,
the children will have a fun and relaxed
day! The children can bring their pillow,
blanket and wear their pajamas to
preschool. They will enjoy the morning
reading, relaxing, watching a movie with
popcorn and drink. Please have your
child bring for themselves a bag of
popcorn and a drink.
Silly Sock Day! On Wednesday, April
10th the children will have Silly Sock Day!
The children must come to preschool
with shoes on and as soon as they are in
their classrooms they may take off their
shoes and run around in their socks all
morning.
If your child comes in with sandals
without any socks, please bring a pair of
socks for them. No child will be able to
run around without socks. Shoes are a
must when going outside to play.
Books are Fun! Angela from Books
are Fun will have a display set up for us
to browse books. She will come and set
up the display on Tuesday April 9 th if you
would like to order books.
To place your order, please write
the title or item on the envelope. Place
5

your money in the envelope, then seal
and place in the “Books are Fun Box”.
Angela will be back to take down
the display and bring you the books that
you ordered on Tuesday, April 16th.
Pre-K Graduation! SAVE THE DATE!
The four year old classes will have a cap
and gown ceremony on Sunday, May 19 th
at the 10:15 a.m. worship service.
Woodmen of the World! Woodmen of
the World would like to send a sincere
apology to Trinity Lutheran Preschool and
all the parents due to a communication
and scheduling error, we were unable to
attend
the
DNA
fingerprinting.
Woodmen’s primary goal is to protect
families and provide fraternal benefits.
We are planning future events for the
children and look forward to sharing new
opportunities that we have to offer. My
apologies, Sonya Brown
In Christ, Ms. Maggie

Minutes from the February 2013 meeting were
presented for review and approval. Dale
Toellner made motion to accept minutes. Linda
Blume seconded the motion. All approved.
Motion carried.
Unfinished/Old Business:
*Fred Paben gave update on Pictorial
Directory. The directory is finished.
*Grace Holtkamp gave update on Historical
Marker. Application was sent in and waiting on
approval. A family will match what is collected
already to cover the remaining contribution
needed to purchase marker.
*George Wied advised that 3 BBQ pits were
rented from the KC’s and hall was turned back
over to the KC’s.
Chair Reports:
Linda Blume - Treasurer
*The February 28, 2013 Treasurer’s Report
was presented. The cash balances in the
General Fund is ($5,694.42), Building Fund is
$68,489.95, Designated Funds is $45,958.78
and Total - All Funds is $108,754.31. The
General Fund Contributions is $15,954.00.
Total management and general expenses is
$14,498.99. The Excess (deficit) of
contributions over expenses is $1,455.01.

MINUTES OF TRINITY
LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING
MARCH 11, 2013
The Trinity Lutheran Church Council Meeting
was called to order by President George Wied
and opened with prayer. President Wied
presented a devotion from Portals of Prayer
from James Chapter 5.

Jerry Leiber - Stewardship Chair
*Jerry ordered 1 unit (225 boxes per unit)
instead of 2 units.
Ruth Szymanski - Evangelism Chair
*No report presented.

Council Members Present: George Wied President, Dale Toellner - Vice President,
Linda Blume - Treasurer, Jerry Leiber Stewardship Chair, Fred Paben - Trustee
Chair, Lee Hobratschk - Head Elder, Ruth
Szymanski - Evangelism Chair, Audra Luttrall Education Member, Norma Pavelka Fellowship Chair, Rhonda Pavelka - Youth
Chair, Pat Buechmann - Usher Chair, Johanna
Buechmann - Secretary

Fred Paben - Trustee Chair
*Work Day is scheduled for Saturday, March
23rd.
*Trinity Lutheran Church Fellowship Center
Roof Replacement from The Littleton Group
(insurance company) and Quotations from
Extreme Roofing compared to Schulte Roofing
was presented. The recommendation is
Extreme Roofing Composition Shingles of
$41,300.00, Less Insurance Payment of
$21,149.00, Less Donation (Travis Askew) of
$3,000.00 for a TLC Out of Pocket of

Council Members Absent: Pastor Franke Interim Pastor, Rachel Wolf - Education Chair
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$17,159.00. Pat Buechmann made motion to
use Extreme Roofing for 30 year Composition
Shingles. Dale Toellner seconded the motion.
All approved. Motion carried.
*Fred advised that there were no breaks for
insurance on metal roofs.

presented. Rhonda Pavelka seconded the
motion. All approved. Motion carried.
New Business:
*Dale Toellner advised that Media Center
needs replacing in near future.
*Dale Toellner discussed about how to go
forward in finding a pastor. Pastor Franke will
be available more once on contract. Item
placed on hold.
*Discussion on Pastor Franke doing extra 9
services (Lent and Easter) outside normal
Sunday services and paying $100 a service for
a total of $900 extra. Dale Toellner made
motion to pay Pastor Franke $900 extra for 9
extra services. Rhonda Pavelka seconded the
motion. All approved. Motion carried.
*Elders to decide where Lent, Maundy
Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Breakfast
offerings go or to General Fund.
*Request from Hugo’s Hot Rods, Relay for Life
Team, to host a Relay for Life Fundraiser in the
church parking lot on Saturday, April 13th.
Motion made by Ruth Szymanski to let Hugo’s
Hot Rods team use the church parking lot for
this fundraiser. Dale Toellner seconded the
motion. All approved. Motion carried.
*Request from Health Screening to use
facilities for ultra sound tests for church
members and community. Motion made by
Lee Hobratschk to allow use of the facilities on
a date council can furnish. Pat Buechmann
seconded the motion. All approved. Motion
carried.

Lee Hobratschk - Elder Chair
*Pastor Franke - contract is ready to sign along
with George Wied and Lee Hobratschk
*Delinquent letters will be mailed once lists are
all back in.
*Discussion on status regarding confirmation
classes with Pastor Franke.
Audra Luttrall - Education Member
*The Board is planning to host a Palm Sunday
celebration during Sunday School on March
24th, in lieu of the traditional Easter egg hunt
that has been hosted in the past. The Board
plans to have a short Bible story, activity,
snack and piñata with all the Sunday School
children.
Norma Pavelka - Fellowship Chair
*Congregation Soup Supper will be March 20th
in which the Fellowship committee will be in
charge of. A sign up sheet will be provided.
*Lunch will be served on Work Day.
*There will be a reception for the congregation
for 1st Communion on March 28th after the
Maundy Thursday service.
*The Easter Breakfast will be March 31st at 8
am after Sunrise service.
Rhonda Pavelka - Youth Chair
*Parent Meeting held March 3rd. Events
planned for April, May and June.

There being no further business, President
Wied called for a motion to adjourn. Motion
made by Dale Toellner to adjourn meeting.
Linda Blume seconded the motion. All
approved. Motion carried.

Pat Buechmann - Usher Chair
*No report presented.

Lee Hobratschk will do devotion for next
meeting on Monday, April 8th. Dale Toellner
closed in prayer.

Pastor Franke - Vacancy Pastor (not present)
*No report presented.

George Wied - President
Johanna Buechmann – Secretary

Dale Toellner - Vice President
*No report presented.

"Oh, what a beautiful morning!"

President Wied called for a motion to approve
the Chair Reports. Motion was made by Jerry
Leiber to accept the Chair Reports as
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Children
often
see
things
that
adults miss. My 8-year-old son often
peers out the window first thing in
the morning, as likely on a rainy day
as a sunny one, to proclaim, “It’s a
beea- YOU-tiful day!”

Jerry and Mary Grunke
In Honor of Our Children and Grandchildren
Nettie Hein
In Memory of husband, Erhardt Hein
Betty Herridge, Robert and Marie
Herridge & Sue Hudson
In Memory of Husband, Dale Herridge

Spring varies greatly, from chilly to
warm, from rain to sun, from slush
and mud to newly green grass and
budding plant life. Our lives vary
too, of course, between easier days
and harder ones, times of relaxation
and hours of stress. What if we
approached it all with childlike
confidence? — that, no matter what
comes, life is beautiful because God
walks beside us the whole way.

Faye Hintz
In Memory of Husband, Carlos Hintz
Faye Hintz
In Honor of Chad and Jackie Hintz

Easter Lilies

Easter
Sunday Lilies on the Altar were
given in dedication by:

Easter Lilies
Easter
Sunday Lilies on the Altar were
given in dedication by:

Ursula, Laura and Aaron Kutra
In Memory of Husband and Father Adrian
Kutra
Mildred Pless
In Memory of Husband, Marvin Pless

Johanna Buechmann
In Memory of Grandmother, Sarah Sopchak
Alice Burttschell
In Memory of Husband, Joe Burttschell
and Son Michael Joe Burttschell

Gene and Betty Remmert
In Memory of Parents,
Alvin and Leona Remmert
And Willie and Effie Findeisen

David Cash
In Honor of Wife, Brenda Cash

Antoinette Romano
In Memory of Husband, Anthony Romano

Evangeline Coody
In Memory of Husband, Mance Coody

Ernestine Schneider
In Memory of Husband, Henry Schneider

Farrah Drury
In Memory of Grandmother,
Lillian “Mimi” Linney

Johnnie and Cynthia Sodolak
In Memory of Johnny and Edna Sodolak
Johnnie and Cynthia Sodolak
In Memory of Owen and Lorene Edwards

Ruby Emshoff
In Memory of Husband, Elton Emshoff

Ruth and Jimmy Szymanski
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In Memory of Leroy and Bernetha Schaare
Georgia Wied
In Memory of Husband, Henry Wied

Dennis and Becky Tipton
In Memory of Our Grandmothers
Dale and Susie Toellner
In Memory of Carolyn Toellner
And in Memory of Margret Toellner
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