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 "LOVE ME; LOVE MY CHILDREN."

Have you seen the commercial for the pet deodorant that is 
so good the young man is convinced his girlfriend no longer 
has a cat in the house? He says, "I'm so glad you got rid of 
your cat! I often thought he was coming between us. I think 
our relationship will  really  improve now!" About  that time 
the cat jumps up on the sofa between them!

I'm sure the relationship took a drastic turn for the worse! 
The  girlfriend  probably  thought:  "Love  me;  love  my cat!" 
That is the way we usually are about relationships that are 
important  to  us.  Families  are  like  that.  If  you  love  me,  I 
expect you not to make derogatory  statements about  my 
parents, brothers and sisters, or children, and certainly not 
my spouse. In fact, I may very well expect you to go a little 
further and actually help my family members as though you 
were helping me.

That is exactly what God expects of us. St. John wrote in his 
first letter: "How great is the love the Father has lavished on 
us,  that we should be called children of  God!  And that is 
what we are!" (1 John 3:1 NIV) He continued: "Everyone who 
believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone 
who loves the father loves his child as well. This is how we 
know that we love the children of God: by loving God and 
carrying out his commands." (1 John 5:1-2 NIV)

"Love Me; love My Children," God says; "Love Me; love your 
sisters and brothers in Christ." The patterns of relationship in 
our earthly family should be like that, too. Sometimes we are 
more like the boyfriend who is too eager to see the pet cat 
out of the way! We often say or do things we immediately 
regret! As we know the love God has for us in Christ Jesus, 
we grow in love for each other.

Forgive us, Lord, for not showing our love for you in the way 
we treat all your children. Help us reflect your love in the 
way we act toward members of our earthly families. Amen.

– Pastor Gil Franke

Church  members,  please  sign  the  attendance  sheet  with  each 
family  member  names  including  children  each  Sunday  you  are  in 
church so the office may keep an accurate attendance.  

Introduce yourself to visitors in your pew and encourage them 
to sign the attendance sheet and make them feel welcome!
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Birthdays for the Month!    
6/02 Milburn Robison
6/02      Heather Bozeman
6/02 Justin Szymanski
6/02 Lauren Thielemann
6/03 Sieg Leland
6/05      EDEN DIEMER
6/06 Donna Emshoff
6/06      Paul Orsak
6/06      Louise Kinsey
6/07 Charles Every
6/07 MALLORY PURSLEY
6/09      FORD ANDERSON
6/09 KRISTINA JAMES
6/09 HUNTER WALDROP
6/10 Lowell Coody
6/10 Jerry Ebers
6/10 Carl C. Hinze

6/10 Debbie Hinze
6/12      Lynette Lee
6/13 Austin Jacobson
6/13 Dalton Luttrall
6/14 Brett Ebers
6/14 BRIDGIT HARTMAN   
MEGHAN HEIN
Scott Jansen
6/14 John Zuber   
Ben Epperly
Beverly Fritsch
Tamara Diemer
6/19      HANNA DIEMER
6/21      Johanna Buechmann
6/21      Betty Herridge
6/21      Dan Kieke

6/21     Rose Marie Trenckmann
6/21     CONNOR SMITH
6/22     HOPE GRIFFIN
6/23     BAILEY SCHNEIDER
6/25     Larry Alexander
6/25     Jimmy Szymanski
6/25     LUKE THIELEMANN
6/26     Brandon Ebers
6/26     MATTHEW LEE
6/26     Karen Schaare
6/27     Brenda Cash
6/28     Ann Reay
6/29     Stephen Stuessel
6/29     Kolby Wolf

   Happy Anniversary    
Let’s rejoice with these couples as they celebrate the designated anniversaries.

6/1/1958       Bobby & Geraldine Barrett♥
6/3/1962       Jerry and Mary Grunke
6/4/1994       John & Shirley Schier
6/6/2002       Jim & Renee Pursley
6/7/1996       Chad & Tinson Rasbury
6/9/2007       Don & Diane Henry
6/10/2006     Matthew and Bethany Roberts
6/13/1965     Edd & Clara Gerstenberger

6/14/1997     Russell and Sheri Dziadek
6/14/1975     Troy & Yvonne Tesch
6/16/1957     Billy & Doris Schaffner♥
6/17/1973     Jerry & Marlene Leiber
6/18/1983     Ben & Peggy Jurek
6/22/1957     Arnold & Gloria Havermann♥
6/26/1971     Wayne & Margie Ashorn
6/30/1990     Alan & Wendy Jaminson

Please  keep  in  your  Prayers  our  Nursing  Home 
Residents

 Ellie Michaels   Eddie Svinky    Lillie Wittenburg  
Estella Heintschel    Louise Kinsey

Shut Ins      
Edd and Clara Gerstenberger   Bernice Hintz

 Lavonn Schier       Joyce Meyer

Congratulations to Our High School 
Graduates

Phoebe Browne  Olivia Diez

Seth Hill  Karleigh Konescheck

Riley Rath  Brittney Steinhauser
Where ever you attend college or whatever your 

plans are May God’s Blessings Be with You. 

Thank you to Mary Buechmann for the 
beautiful cakes for preschool graduation.  Also 
thank you for all your help in serving the cake 

and the love for the preschool.
Ms. Maggie 

A  Special  Thank  You  from  a 
Preschool Family
To  Trinity  Lutheran  Church  and 
Preschool,
My husband and I wanted to take one 
more opportunity to tell you how much 
we appreciate the scholarship that you 
gave  our  daughter,  Naomi.   I  am  so 
happy that both of my precious girls got 
the  opportunity  to  attend  TLP.   I  can 
see such a difference in the kids that 
attend the secular  preschools  and the 
ones  that  get  a  good  Christian 
foundation from preschool like the kids 
at  Trinity.   We have had  such  a  hard 
year  with  my  recovery,  but  I  am  so 
thankful to God that he has allowed me 
to heal and blessed our family over and 
over again by the generosity of people 
like  you.   I  really  do  believe  that 
everything happens for  a reason.   We 
will be forever grateful for the kindness 
and understanding you have shown us. 
Our  baby  girl  is  graduating  preschool 
and  I  still  remember  the  first  time  I 
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walked into TLC when I was looking for 
a  Christian  preschool  program  for  my 
older  daughter,  Livia.   We’ve  had  a 
wonderful  and  fulfilling  four  years 
preschool with all the wonderful people 
and staff here, and I will  never forget 
all of you.  Thank  you  so  much!   You 
have  made  a  huge  difference  in  our 
lives,  and  many  others  I’m  sure.   I’ll 
always keep you in my prayers.

In Christ Forever, Bobby and Jennifer 
Trevino Family 

Come and join us for a Pre 4th 

of July Picnic after the worship service 
on Sunday, June 30th!  Come with your 
family and friends and enjoy the meal 
and fellowship.
            Fellowship Committee

 But  Jesus  said, 
“Let the little  children come to  me and do not  
hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of  
heaven.”   
I would like to say thank you to my Preschool 
Board  Members  for  all  the  support  for  the 
preschool,  taking  time  out  for  monthly 
meetings,  all  the  prayers,  and  most  of  all 
giving  your  heart  in  the  support  of  the 
preschool and the teachers. 

 I  want  to  thank  the  Congregation, 
Elders,  Church  Council  and  Preschool  Staff 
for supporting the preschool program.  There 
are so many blessings to be thankful for and 
individual people to thank throughout Trinity 
Lutheran Church and the community.  

I  am  very  blessed  to  be  a  part  of 
Trinity  Lutheran  Preschool  and  TLC  Church 
with  congregational  members  who  are 
blessings to the preschool to come and help 
where  help  is  needed  and  to  make  sure 
these little children know Jesus.

  Please  continue  your  prayers  for 
Trinity  Lutheran  Church  and Preschool  that 
we  will  have  many  more  successful  years. 
The goal for Trinity Lutheran Preschool is to 
spread the love of our Lord and Savior to all 
little  children,  their  parents,  family  and 
friends  that  Jesus  loves  them.   God  is 
Amazing and He Can Do Amazing Blessings!  

Thank you to everyone for a great and 
wonderful  year  and  continue  to  pray  for 
Trinity  Lutheran  Church  and  Preschool  to 
have  a  successful  2013-2014  school  year. 
Your love and support is greatly appreciated 
and it shows!

In Christ,
Ms. Maggie 

Church Planning Meeting      is set 
for  Monday  June  10th at  6:30  pm.   All 
committees and groups or representative from 
all boards and auxiliary organizations that need 
to  be  on  the  church  calendar  (July  2013-
January 2014) should attend.

The  purpose  of  this  session  is  to 
coordinate  the  working  calendar  for  the 
Boards,  Committees,  and  Auxiliary 
Organizations of Trinity congregation.

Since  the  planning  meeting  is  closely 
scheduled before the Church Council meeting, 
please be prompt and prepared.  It is important 
to  preplan  events  and  to  spend  our  time 
efficiently.

Seniors’ Day  
Luncheon Held June 5th 

The next Senior Day Luncheon will be 
June 5th at 12:15 p.m.!

The  sign-up  sheet  is  located  in  the 
Narthex.    If  you  would  like  to  bring  a 
dessert,  you  may  advise  the  hostesses  by 
placing  your  name  on  the  “Dessert 
Registration”  also  located  in  the  Narthex. 
Looking forward to seeing you on June 5th! 
If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact: 
Mary  Buechmann  (885.2730),  Antoinette 
Romano  (885.7932),  or  Geraldine  Barrett 
(885.3450).  Come and enjoy the fellowship!
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Ladies Aid News   
Trinity Lutheran Ladies Aid met on May 2nd 

with ten members and one visitor present.
President,  Ruth Paben, called the meeting 

to order and it was opened with a prayer.
Betty Herridge, Program Chairperson gave 

the program titled, “Conversation”.  
The  upcoming  bake  sale  was  discussed 

along with other committee reports.
Antoinette Romano and Loretta Dziadek will 

be hostesses for June.
Dolores  and  Jerry  Cain  observed 

their anniversary in May.
After  the  meeting  adjourned, 

refreshments, brought by members were served by 
hostesses, Betty Herridge and Vivian Kveton.

The next meeting will be on June 6th. 
Visitors are always welcome.

Loretta Dziadek

Father’s Day 
Bake Sale for TLC Choir!

Trinity Lutheran Church Choir is having a bake sale 
on Friday, June 14, 2013 beginning at 9:00 am at 
Citizens  State  Bank.   Your  support  is  needed  to 
help bake items for  the bake sale.   Please bring 
your baked items to Citizens State Bank on Friday 
morning June 14th or bring it Thursday during office 
hours and leave in the kitchen and we will pick up 
the baked items.  Please sign up in the narthex if 
you  would  like  to  bake  an  item  or  two  for  the 

support  of  Trinity  Lutheran  Church  Choir.   Your 
help  is  greatly  appreciated!   And  Thank  You  In 
Advance!

Trinity Lutheran Church Choir

The power of attitudes
Attitude is the mind’s paintbrush. It can color a 
situation gloomy and gray, or cheerful and gay. In 
fact, attitudes are more important than facts. 

—Mary C. Crowley 

VBS!  Come and join us for a Hay Day 
Vacation Bible School on June 11th-13th, 5:30 pm-
8:00  pm.   Meal  will  be  provided!   If  you  are 
entering kindergarten thru entering fifth grade 
please come by the church office for registration 
forms.  For more information contact Rachael Wolf, 
Kimberly Kornegay or the church office.

DISCOVERING YOUR 
VALUES

New Year’s eve may be the time for resolutions, 
but this is the time of year people evaluate life goals! 
Honor graduates entertain and challenge their audiences. 
Administrators  and  dignitaries  take  advantage  of  the 
commencement platform to give advice for vision and 
direction. Even pastors cannot pass up opportunities to 
discuss values for life!

We  hear  a  lot  of  talk  about  “looking  out  for 
number one” and having a determination to succeed, but 
the real  question is  a matter  of  motivation.  Why have 
you attained these accomplishments? Why do you want 
to  achieve  your  admirable  goals?  These  are  good 
questions  for  all  of  us,  not  just  for  the  graduates  at 
various levels of education.

Probably  too  many  illustrations  from  the 
ubiquitous  email  have  been  shared  in  commencement 
addresses this year, but there was one provocative poem 
which  deserves  some reflection.  It  presents  a  contrast 
between the polite way we deal with the annoyances of 
strangers and the careless way we treat the same actions 
of our families.

A family counselor made a good point: “If you 
want  to  know what  a  person’s  values  are,  don’t  ask; 
observe!” Jesus said it  this  way:  “Do not store up for 
yourselves  treasures  on  earth,  where  moth  and  rust 
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destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store 
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and 
rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in 
and steal.  For where your treasure is,  there your heart 
will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21 NIV)

Are you aware that if you were to die tomorrow, 
the company you are working for will easily replace you 
in a matter of days, but the family members you leave 
behind will feel the loss for the rest of their lives? Why 
is it that we invest ourselves more in our work than we 
do in our families? That is an unwise priority indeed.

– Gil Franke

  MINUTES OF TRINITY 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

COUNCIL MEETING
MAY 13, 2013

The Trinity Lutheran Church Council Meeting was 
called to order by President George Wied. Ruth 
Szymanski opened with prayer and presented  a 
devotion from the book Living Simply.

Council Members Present:  Pastor Franke - 
Vacancy Pastor, George Wied - President, Dale 
Toellner - Vice President, Linda Blume - Treasurer, 
Bobby Barrett - Stewardship Member, Robert 
Richter - for Fred Paben (Trustee), Lee Hobratschk 
- Head Elder, Ruth Szymanski - Evangelism Chair, 
Kimberly Kornegay - Education Member, Norma 
Pavelka - Fellowship Chair, Pat Buechmann - Usher 
Chair, Johanna Buechmann - Secretary

Council Members Absent:  Jerry Leiber - 
Stewardship Chair, Fred Paben - Trustee Chair, 
Rachel Wolf - Education Chair, Rhonda Pavelka - 
Youth Chair

Minutes from the April 8, 2013 meeting were 
presented for review and approval. Dale Toellner 
made motion to accept minutes. Ruth Szymanski 
seconded the motion. All approved. Motion carried.

Unfinished/Old Business:

*Fred Paben and Janice Wied made corrections to 
pictorial directory and are proceeding with first 
copy for review.
*Lee Hobratschk and Pastor Franke advised that 
confirmation class will go back to 2 year program 
and have a list together of adults and older children 
for a combined accelerated class.  Sixth grade 
students will start in fall with 2 year program.  

Chair Reports:

Linda Blume - Treasurer
*The April 30, 2013 Treasurer’s Report was 
presented. The cash balances in the General Fund is 
($817.69), Building Fund is $49,430.18, Designated 
Funds is $42,304.91 and Total - All Funds is 
$90,917.40.  The General Fund Contributions is 
$13,500.00.  Total management and general 
expenses is $13,268.57.  The Excess (deficit) of 
contributions over expenses is $231.43.
*Discussion on remittance to district/synod and 
organist salary. Joyce Drake will play piano on 
Sunday, May 19th.  Choir will take a 2 ½ month 
break from June to August.

Bobby Barrett - Stewardship Member
*No report presented.

Ruth Szymanski - Evangelism Chair
*Suggestions needed of what to put in bags for new 
people that have moved into community.
*Committee to be formed to visit shut ins.
*Tele-Care - asking for volunteers to call shut ins 
and members.

Robert Richter - for Fred Paben - Trustee Chair 
*Margie Ashorn returned safety deposit box key to 
Fred Paben. George Wied will look into purchasing 
a small safe for church office and safety deposit box 
key will be kept in safe along with contents from 
box. Fred will do inventory of safety deposit box 
and report back.
*Ruth Szymanski will look at signature card and 
safety deposit box record at Citizens State Bank and 
will report back at next meeting as to who is on 
signature card and how many keys there are for box.
*Robert Richter changed Pastor Vandercook’s 
name to Pastor Franke in Sealy News advertisement 
for the church.

Lee Hobratschk - Elder Chair
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*Delinquent members list looked over again and 
second round of letters will go out in June.
*Members liked that more familiar songs were 
played.
*MP3 Bible Stick that has entire New Testament on 
it to send to the troops to listen to. Each stick is $25 
each.  A free will offering will be collected on 
Sunday, May 26th to collect money to purchase 
Bible Sticks and send to troops.
*Lee to get copy of fee schedule from Maggie to 
review cost of renting gym and family room.  
Bobby Barrett advised he had collected information 
on how much other churches and facilities in area 
charge for rent and will bring back to next meeting 
a comparison sheet.      

Kimberly Kornegay - Education Member
*VBS will be June 11th, 12th and 13th (Tuesday - 
Thursday) from 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm with a light 
meal planned each day. The Group Weekend VBS 
box for 3 days has been purchased and flyers have 
been put out.  Children that are entering 
Kindergarten through entering Fifth grade next 
school year will be able to attend.  There will be no 
Pre-K group available this year.  There may be a 
nursery for smaller children if needed.
*There will be Summer Sunday School with one 
class.  Group will be used.
*Discussion on Sunday School attendance and 
Children’s Sermon during service with either no 
kids or few kids participating.  

Norma Pavelka - Fellowship Chair
*Fellowship lunch planned for Sunday, June 30th.
*Discussion on low attendance to Sunday morning 
fellowship for donuts. 

Rhonda Pavelka - Youth Chair (not present) *Youth 
night went really well with 11 children 
participating. 
*June 19th will be next youth event.

Pat Buechmann - Usher Chair
*No report presented.

Pastor Franke - Vacancy Pastor
*There will be reserved seating for parents at Pre-
School graduation on Sunday, May 19th.  Letters 
were sent to parents advising when graduates will 
be dismissed and information on reserved seating.

*Free will offering to be collected on June 2nd from 
congregation to send with synodical delegate to 
convention in St. Louis in July. Okay was given to 
proceed with this and advertise it in the Blues and 
announce in service.
*Janis Lapham will not play for service May 19th.  
Joyce Drake will play for service. Her fee is $100.
*Discussion on the use of slides during sermon and 
advised to keep using them.  

Dale Toellner - Vice President
*Pastoral Call Committee Meeting will be Sunday, 
June 2nd at 2 pm.  This will be an informative 
meeting to discuss the call process.  Dale gave 
overview of the automated response, input of data 
and process. 

President Wied called for a motion to approve the 
Chair Reports.  Motion was made by Dale Toellner 
to accept the Chair Reports as presented.  Lee 
Hobratschk seconded the motion. All approved. 
Motion carried.
 
New Business:

*Correspondence to church - none
*Request to use the Fellowship Center from Maggie 
Kent and Mary Buechmann and to have a Chicken 
Fried Chicken Drive Thru Dinner on Thursday, 
June 6th from 5 pm to 6:30 pm. Volleyball will 
proceed at 7 pm.  Motion made by Dale Toellner to 
allow Maggie Kent and Mary Buechmann to have 
Drive Thru Dinner on June 6th in the Fellowship 
Center. Ruth Szymanski seconded the motion.  All 
approved.  Motion carried.
*Request to use the Fellowship Center from Janice 
Wied to have a Relay for Life wrap up meeting and 
dinner on either Tuesday, May 21st or Tuesday, 
May 28th from 4 - 8 pm. Motion made by Ruth 
Szymanski to allow Janice Wied to have Relay for 
Life wrap up meeting and dinner on either date in 
the Fellowship Center.  Norma Pavelka seconded 
the motion.  All approved.  Motion carried.
*No new business.

There being no further business, President Wied 
called for a motion to adjourn.  Motion made by 
Dale Toellner to adjourn meeting. Robert Richter 
seconded the motion. All approved. Motion carried.
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Dale Toellner will do devotion for next meeting on 
Monday, June 10th. Pastor Franke closed in prayer 
and led all in Lord‘s Prayer.

George Wied - President                       
Johanna Buechmann - Secretary

A father's love
In all that you do, a dad’s love plays a part. 
There’s always a place for him deep in your heart. 
And each year that passes, you’re even more glad, 
More grateful and proud just to call him your dad! 

—Author unknown 

A Special Prayer for Father 
God, bless all the fathers in the world. 
Guide them to be good role models and 
loving to all their children. Help them to 
be a father like You are. Give them grace 
and patience to handle situations in a 
loving way. 
Amen

Father's Day Prayer of Remembering
"Fathers young, fathers old
Remembering good times are our gold. 

Value earned through guidance given
Helping us go forth in livin'. 

Each father adding to our trove
A treasure chest of love untold. 

Remembering fathers in our lives
Taking time to realize. 

Fatherly love brings wealth to living
Remembering this, we go forth in giving. 

Fathers young, fathers old
We remember you all
As life unfolds." 
Susan Kramer

My Earthly Dad

With these three words, 
"Dear Heavenly Father,"
I begin my every prayer,
But the man I see
While on bended knee
Is always my earthly dad.
He is the image
Of the Father divine
Reflecting the nature of God,
For his love and care
And the faith he shared
Pointed me to my Father above.
                          Mary Fairchild

Father
When I scratched my knee,
Or if I bumped my head,.
When I was afraid of the dark,
Or that thing under my bed,
When I cried in the night,
Or even in the day,.
You were there for me,
To make it all okay.

You tickled my feet,
And laughed at all my jokes.
You taught me to believe,
In having high hopes.
You are my father
You did what you had to do.
But more than a father
You are my friend too.
You made everything good,
That was once bad.
I just want you to know
I love you Dad.

 Jennifer S. Williams 
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Lutheran  Witness 
Subscription – The  church  will 
no longer pay for Lutheran Witness 
Subscriptions.  

If  you  subscribe  to  the  Lutheran 
Witness yourself, the cost is $22.00 
a  year  through  Concordia 
Publishing  House  without  The 
Texas Messenger.  

Or  you  can  request  and  pay  the 
church  to  purchase  the 
subscription for $12.50 a year. This 
will  include the  Texas  Messenger. 
Contact the church office.   
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