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  REFLECTIONS FROM HOLY WEEK AND EASTER
As I think about the worship experiences we had an opportunity to share 
from Palm Sunday through Easter Sunday, I am particularly blessed by the 
fellowship, praise, and celebration of God’s gracious Word of life that we 
enjoyed as we observed the anniversary of Christ’s death for our redemption
and His resurrection for our justification.  

“Thank you” to all who took part in some leadership way, through 
preparations of our worship space, special music, readings, donations of 
flowers, etc.  My appreciation extends also to all who were in attendance for
any service!  You know that you were enriched by God’s love as you were 
reminded how God sent His only Son, not to condemn the world, but that 
the world might be saved through Him.  

I am sure some who worshiped at Trinity Lutheran, Sealy, during these holy 
days have thought, “I have really missed the power of God’s Word on a 
regular, weekly basis.  I ought to get back to a habit of regular worship!”  
Let me encourage you to make an “Easter resolution.”  It isn’t too late to 
make a commitment of renewal.

If you wake up on Sunday morning and ask yourself whether or not you are 
going to go to Sunday school and church, you have already lost the battle 
with temptation!  As Dr. Martin Luther would say, “Pinch yourself and see 
if you are still alive and have flesh and blood.  Look around to see if you are
still in this world.  Remember that the devil is working to draw you away 
from God and His forgiving Grace.”

We need the power of God’s Word and Sacrament daily to resist the devil, 
the world, and our sinful nature.  Don’t decide about worship on the basis of
convenience or enjoyment, but on the grounds of your need.  Let the light of
God’s redemption reflect in your life from the empty tomb each Lord’s Day 
as you gather to be strengthened and renewed in the fellowship of the 
redeemed!

Gil Franke

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS
MEMBERS WHO HAVE CHOICE DOLLARS AVAILABLE CAN

NOW DIRECT THOSE DOLLARS AND AN ADDITIONAL $20.00 WILL
BE  ADDED.   THIS  MUST  BE  DONE  BEFORE  MAY  31.   THE
ADDITIONAL DOLLARS WILL BE DISTRIBUTED IN JUNE.  CALL 1-
800-847-4836 AND ASK FOR CHOICE DOLLARS.   CONTACT GRACE
HOLTKAMP FOR ADDITIONAL INFORAMTION.
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Birthdays for the Month!    
5/01 CAMERON HEIN
5/01 James Sneed
5/09 George Baade
5/09 Robin Jacobson
5/09    Meagan Murrell
5/10 David Hauschild
5/10 Barbara Vohs
5/11 CALEB KRUZEL
5/11 Brittany Foerster
5/13     Justin Tesch

5/14 Matthew Kieke
5/14 Cynthia Sodolak
5/14 Sterling Schiller
5/15 Bonnie Reay
5/17 Geraldine Stuessel
5/17 Ellie Michaels
5/18 Scott Stuessel
5/19     Don Henry
Elgien Konesheck
5/22 Erik Julian

5/23       Braden Meyer
5/23       Melvin Schmidt
5/24       Susie Toellner
5/27       Viola Sebesta
5/29       Brody Schiller
5/30       Brittney Steinhauser
5/30       COLE TESCH

   Happy Anniversary    
Let’s rejoice with these couples as they celebrate the designated anniversaries.

5/02/1992 Dean and Robin Jacobson
5/10/1969 Bill and Linda Blume
5/12/1979 Robert and Barbara Vohs

5/21/1961 Jerry and Dolores Cain
5/24/1980 Robert and Donna Emshoff

Prayers for Nursing
Home Residents

 *Ellie Michaels
Tuscan Community

Assistant Living
28019 Norfolk Trail Ct.

Katy, TX 77494
House phone – 281-574-

9724
Manager of Tuscan

Community Living is – 832-
361-4064

*Eddie Svinky - Colonial
Belle – Sealy

*Louise Kinsey - Colonial
Belle – Sealy

Nettie Swearingen –
Colonial Belle-Sealy

Edna Finke 
832-419-4658

Solana at Cinco Ranch
24001 Cinco Village  Center

Blvd  Apt 1148
Katy TX  77494

Burnita L. Dittmar, 
Legend Oaks-Katy

21727 Provincial Blvd.
Katy, Texas 77450

281-717-1367

Shut Ins      

*Clara Gerstenberger 
Kruse Village Long Term

Care
1700 East Stone Room 213

Strawberry Lane
Brenham, TX 77833

 *  Bernice Hintz
P. O. Box 1651

Brenham, TX 77833
979-289-2568

 *  Lavonn Schier 
Caretakers: John and

Shirley Schier
4726 Oxbow Circle East
Fulshear, TX 77441-4448

281-346-0452

     * Joyce Meyer
10563 Kulow Rd.
Sealy, TX 77474

979-865-8295

*Jo-Anne Gilliam
2545 Hwy 159 E.

Fayetteville, TX 78940
979-966-8587

Annie Ashorn
2370 FM 1094

Sealy, TX 77474
979-885-2820

Address Change:
Howard Bear

208 E. Lantana
Sealy, TX 77474

885-9322

Altar Guild would like to say thank you to all
who purchased Easter Lilies that beautifully grace our

altar. 

Baptism   David and Kari Furey are proud to
announce Rylynn Ann Furey has been received into God’s

Kingdom through Holy Baptism on Saturday, April 26,
2014 administered by Rev. Gilbert Franke.  Jimmy and

Ruth Szymanski are the grandparents.

Baptism Dwayne David Furey was received into God’s
Kingdom through Holy Baptism on April 26, 2014

administered by Rev. Gilbert Franke.

New Arrival!
God has blessed John and Nicole Fullen with a beautiful
daughter, Avery Taylor, who was born on Wednesday,

April 2, 2014 at 12:56 am at Katy Memorial.  She
weighed 8lbs and 11 oz. and 19 ½   inches long.

Grandparents are Robert and Virginia Axtell, George
and Cynthia Cruz and Steven Fullen.  

New Arrival!
God has blessed Amber Jacobson and Cody Shupak

with a beautiful daughter, Courtlynn Brooke, who was
born on Wednesday, April 23, 2014.  She weighed 7lbs
and 1 oz. and 19 inches long.  Grandparents are Dean
and Robin Jacobson, Teresa and Tom Jenkins and the

late Charles Shupak. Congratulations!

HOLY COMMUNION 
The  Elders  have  recommended  and  the  Church
Council  approved  moving  Communion  from  our
regular third Sunday, May 18, to the fourth Sunday,
May  25.  This  will  allow  a  more  guest-friendly
service for the families of our Preschool graduates
on the 18th, and a sacramental celebration for our
Memorial Day weekend observance.

Elders
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TRINITY LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL
CHICKEN SPAGHETTI DINNER

FUNDRAISER!

Trinity Lutheran Preschool is having a 
Chicken Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser

Wednesday, May 14, 2014
5:00 pm – 6:30 pm
DRIVE THRU ONLY!

$9.00
LIMIT 200 TICKETS!!

You can purchase your tickets 
before or after the worship service 

Come by the Church or Preschool Office

Come and enjoy Chicken Spaghetti!   

Thank you in advance for your help and for
supporting your preschool!

 In Christ,
Ms. Maggie

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Ladies Sewing Organization sent off:

 31 Quilts
10 Fabric Kits
24 School Kits
33 Health Kits

 These kits were delivered to Epiphany
Lutheran Church located at 8101 Senate,

Houston, TX 77040-1277.
 May God continue to bless the ladies who give
precious time to make the world a better place

for others.

Ladies Aid News   
Trinity Lutheran Ladies Aid met on April 3rd

with eight members present.
President Ruth Paben called the meeting to

order.   The  meeting  was  opened  with  a  prayer
followed by a topic given by Betty Herridge titled,
“God wants us to be Cheerful.”  

The Ladies Aid Annual Mother’s Day bake
sale, which will be held at 9:00 am on Friday, May
9th at Citizens State Bank was discussed.  All baked
goods should be brought to the bank by 8:00 am on

May 9th or they can be brought to the church office
during business hours on Thursday, May 8th.

Quilts, dress kits, health kits and school kits
are  being  completed  so  they  can  be  taken  to
Houston  after  Easter  for  shipment  to  Lutheran
World Relief.

Hostesses for May are Ruby Emshoff  and
Betty Richter.

“Happy  Birthday”  was  sung  to  Antoinette
Romano who had an April birthday.

After  the  closing  and  table  prayers  were
given,  refreshments  brought  by  members  were
served  by  hostesses,  Ruth  Paben  and  Betty
Herriidge.

Visitors are always welcome.
                                                Loretta Dziadek

Trinity Lutheran Church
Ladies Aid is  having a bake sale Friday,  May 9th

beginning at 8:00 am at Citizens State Bank. We
need support from everyone to help bake items for
the sale.   Won’t  you join the ladies  by baking or
supporting this project?  If you plan on helping by
baking please bring in your baked items by 8:00 am
on Friday, May 9th which is the day of the sale or
bring in during office hours on Thursday, May 8th.  

Please sign up in the narthex if you would like to
bake something for the bake sale.  Thank you for
your support in advance!  

Ladies Aid Society

   Senior Day Luncheon! 

When:  Wednesday, May 7th! 
Time:  12:15 pm
Sign Up To Attend!!

   Sign Up To Attend!!  SENIOR DAY! - Mark
your Calendar – Our next Senior Day Luncheon at
Trinity is Wednesday, May 7th at 12:15 p.m.  Come
and enjoy lunch!  We will play Bingo and Dominos
after  the  luncheon  or  just  enjoy  the  food  and
fellowship!   Remember to invite  your  friends and
neighbors.  Please  sign  up  on  the  sheet  in  the
Narthex  if  you  plan  to  attend.  If  you  have  any
questions  please  contact  Mary  Buechmann  885-
2730,  Geraldine  Barrett  885-3450  or  Antoinette
Romano 281-217-7177.  
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Volleyball/Basketball
Thursday’s  at  6:30  pm.   Contact  Richard
Engelbrecht  @  281-740-9618  after  6:00  pm  for
more information! 

Everyone  is  invited  to
the  four  year  old  class  graduation  that  will  take
place on Sunday, May 18, 2014 during the 10:15
am  worship  service.   The  children  will  wear  the
preschool’s  cap and gown that must be returned.
The children will be able to keep their tassels as a
gift.  A gift bag with keepsakes will also be given to
each pre-kindergarten child to take home.

We would like the parents of the children to
be  prompt  bringing  their  child/children  to  their
classrooms at  9:45 am.   This  will  give  us ample
time to put the caps and gowns on the children and
for the parents to take pictures.

Most  important,  we  would  like  all  the
parents out of the classrooms by 10:00 am so we
can calm the excited children and be ready for the
ceremony.

After  the  worship  service  the parents  and
congregation are invited to have cake and punch in
the gym.  This is also a good time for the parents to
take pictures of the graduating children with friends,
families and teachers for keepsakes.

I would like to say a Big Thank You to the
preschool  parents,  congregation,  preschool  board
members  and  the  teachers  for  their  support  and
dedication  throughout  the  year.   And  a  special
thank  you  to  Mary  Buechmann  for  supplying  the
graduation cake for all of us to enjoy.  

Please  come  and  take  part  in  these
children’s lives and watch them graduate and move
forward  as  they continue  to  learn  and know that
Jesus loves them.  Remember to be here by 9:45
am on Sunday, May 18th for GRADUATION!

I  pray  for  each  child  whether  going  to
kindergarten or just going into the next class.  I pray
that  we  have  given  each  child  the  right  teaching
tools to look to God in their times of need.  I pray as
you grow throughout the years not to let things get
in the way of learning, praying and most of all loving
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  I ask this in your
precious name.  Amen.

Sunglasses  Day!  On Friday,  May 16th,  the
children  may  come  to  preschool  wearing
sunglasses!  Please label your child’s sunglasses
with their names.  Hopefully we will have a beautiful

sunny  day  to  enjoy  God’s  world  through  our
sunglasses.

Water  Safety  with  Retired  Trooper  Gary
Pflughaupt!  When  the  weather  turns  warm,
everyone  wants  to  be  in  or  around  the  water.
Hanging out at the pool or the beach on a hot day
is a great way to beat the heat.

Between having fun and checking out  the
lifeguards,  most  people  don't  think  much  about
water  safety  —  but  they  should.  For  people
between  the  ages  of  5  and  24,  drowning  is  the
second leading cause of accidental death.

Retired Trooper Gary Pflughaupt will  be at
the  preschool  on  Wednesday,  May  21st at  10:00
am.  Mr. Gary will talk to the children about water
safety tips.  

Splashing, wading, and paddling — it must
mean  a  great  day  in  the  water.  Playing  at  the
beach, at a water park, by a lake, or in a pool can
be a real treat on a hot day. Swimming is a lot of
fun, but Mr. Gary will tell us how to stay safe in the
water.  

Wear  Purple  Day!  On  Friday  May  2nd,  the
children may wear the color PURPLE to reinforce
the color of the month.

Ice Cream Wednesdays!  July is National Ice
Cream Month in the USA and the 3rd Sunday in
July is National Ice Cream Day.  

Preschool will celebrate ice cream day each
Wednesday for the month of May since we are not
in school in the month of July.  It is hard to imagine
greater fun then enjoying the taste of ice cream.

In the USA more ice cream is consumed per
head than any other country in the world – such is
the love  of  ice  cream among Americans.  This  is
reflected in other ways too, not least by the fact that
the USA has its own ‘National Ice Cream Month’.
Since  1984,  when  President  Reagan  proclaimed
that  National  Ice  Cream  Month  be  celebrated
annually,  every July has been a focus for greater
attention to ice cream in the United States with the
3rd Sunday of that month each year being National
Ice Cream Day.   

Wednesday, May 7th 
 Popsicles!

Wednesday, May 14th

 Ice Cream Cones
Wednesday, May 21st 

Push Ups
Wednesday, May 28th

Ice Cream Sandwiches
With ice  cream loved  by  so many people

around the world,  the  preschoolers  will  enjoy  ice
cream every Wednesday this month and hopefully
in  July,  the real  month to celebrate  ICE CREAM
DAY!  
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Back Yard Picnic!  We will have a blast outside
by having a Back Yard Picnic.  We know how much
the children enjoy playing outside and bringing their
lunch.  

All the children need to bring a sack lunch
along with a drink on Friday, May 23rd to enjoy the
day outside with our Back Yard Picnic!  Whether we
have rain or not we will enjoy the day!

Rainbow  Day!  The  preschool  will  have  a
Rainbow Day on Friday, May 30th which is the last
day of preschool.  We would like all the children to
wear as many colors as they can to reinforce the
colors learned throughout the year!  

Important Information!  All  tuition and late
fees are due by May 5th so we are able to close
out the year!  

Potty Training! I want to remind the two year
old  parents that  all  who  are  going into  the three
year  old  class  this  fall  must  be  potty  trained.
Please  remember  that  if  your  child  is  not  potty
trained they may not be in the three year old class.
That  means no pull  ups!   Each child  must  be in
underwear or panties!  

Potty training is possible if the teacher and
parents work together.  I appreciate all the parents
supporting  the  teacher  for  potty  training  the
children.

If  your  child  has  been  sent  home  with  a
change of clothes from Trinity, please return it by
the end of this school year.

A Special Thank You! To all the parents and
congregational  members I  want  to say thank you
for supporting the preschool this year.  

Parents,  I  appreciate  all  the  donations  of
snacks,  volunteering  and  prayers  given  to  the
preschool.   Thank  you  for  sending  your  child  to
learn about our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ and
most of all the appreciation of loving the preschool.
Your  heart  shows  the  love  by  your  participation!
From  the  bottom  of  my  heart  and  the  teachers,
THANK YOU!

I  would  like  to  say  thank  you  to  my
Preschool  Board Members  for  all  the  support  for
the preschool, taking time out for monthly meetings,
all the prayers, and most of all giving your heart in
the support of the preschool and the teachers. 

The  teachers  and  office  staff  Robin  have
done  an  excellent  job  this  year  in  loving  all  the
children and teaching them about Jesus.  God has
placed this special staff of Trinity who give their all
in  everything  they  do  here  at  preschool.   I
appreciate each and every one for all the hard work
this year.  

Each year it is hard to say good-bye to the
children  and  their  families.   We  will  miss  the
children who are leaving to enter kindergarten or
moving away or for the families that have had more
than one or two children in the program and now
their last child, their baby, is graduating preschool.  

You are always  welcome to come by and
visit the preschool, visit church if you are looking for
a  church  home  or  join  us  for  VBS  during  the
summers.  You are always welcome!

Teacher  Appreciation!  Teacher
Appreciation Week is May 5th – May 9th.  Preschool
teachers have a special gift and talent in teaching
and loving our children.  
   Thanks to all  who make these teachers
feel important, blessed and loved.  Thank you for
making this a great week for these special teachers
who touch the heart of all of us.  Thanks for being
there  for  all  of  us  all  year  long.   All  of  you  are
special parents with a caring heart.  You are greatly
appreciated!

End  of  School  Party!  Preschool  will
have  their  end  of  school  hot  dog  party  on
Wednesday, May 28th, 9:30 am-10:30 am.  Please
look  for  the  sign-up  list  to  help  with  games  and
refreshments!  

Have a Great Summer from All of Us At
Trinity Lutheran Preschool

In Christ,
Ms. Maggie

Minutes of Trinity Lutheran
Church Council Meeting

April 14, 2014

The Trinity Lutheran Church Council Meeting was
called  to  order  by  President  Dale  Toellner  and
opened with prayer.  Ruth Szymanski presented a
devotion from Matthew 28 on “Making Tracks” from
the book Beautiful Feet.

Council Members Present: 
Pastor Franke – Vacancy Pastor
Dale Toellner – President
Carol Jean Hauschild – Treasurer
Marlene Leiber – Stewardship Chair
Fred Paben – Trustee Chair
Lee Hobratschk – Elder Chair
Ruth Szymanski – Evangelism Chair
Norma Pavelka – Fellowship Chair
Pat Buechmann – Usher Chair
Johanna Buechmann – Secretary

Council Members Absent: 
George Wied – Vice President
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Valerie Engelbrecht – Education/Youth Chair

Minutes  from  the  March  10,  2014  meeting  were
presented  for  review  and  approval.  Fred  Paben
made  motion  to  accept  minutes.  Carol  Jean
Hauschild  seconded  the  motion.  All  approved.
Motion carried.
Unfinished/Old Business:

*Choir  Direction Stipend – Dale Toellner reported
for George Wied that Sharon Connor’s mileage and
time is being recorded and will get with Carol Jean
or Linda at end of year for donation sheet.
*Ruth Szymanski advised that she is still waiting for
Katie Thomas to close out youth account at Wells
Fargo. Lee Hobratschk will help contact Katie also.

Chair Reports:

Carol Jean Hauschild – Treasurer
*The  March  31,  2014  Treasurer’s  Report  was
presented. The cash balances in the General Fund
is  $28,887.02,  Building  Fund  is  $52,390.35,
Designated  Funds  is  $48,847.00  and  Total  –  All
Funds  is  $130,124.37.  The  General  Fund
Contributions  is  $17,174.83.  Total  management
and general expenses is $13,975.97. The Excess
(deficit)  of  contributions  over  expenses  is
$3,198.86.  General  Fund  Expenditures  is
$13,975.97.

Marlene Leiber – Stewardship Chair
*Contribution envelopes for 2015 – 150 envelopes
ordered

Lee Hobratschk – Elder Chair
*Sanctuary doors will be closed when bells ring to
reduce noise when Pastor given announcements.

George Wied – Vice President (absent)
*No report presented

Pastor Franke – Vacancy Pastor
*14 children in confirmation class
*Confirmation will be July 27th

*First Communion will start in the fall.

Valerie  Engelbrecht –  Education/Youth  Chair
(absent)
*Dale  Toellner  reported  for  Valerie  that  Board  is
working on VBS.
*Palm Sunday Celebration went very well

Ruth Szymanski – Evangelism Chair
*Valerie  Engelbrecht  and Ruth Szymanski  will  be
on  the  Trinity  Lutheran  Church  Youth  Account
Signature Card.

Norma Pavelka – Fellowship Chair
*Fish  Fry  Drive  Thru  –  213  tickets  sold;  enough
volunteers
*Easter Pancake Breakfast – enough volunteers

Fred Paben – Trustee Chair

*Parking Lot – tree was completely removed
*Parking  Lot  –  part  of  parking  lot  will  be  black
topped
*Overhead light is out and will be fixed
*Trees in front of church will be trimmed.

Pat Buechmann – Usher Chair
*No report presented.

President  Toellner called for a motion to approve
the  Chair  Reports.  Motion  was  made  by  Lee
Hobratschk  to  accept  the  Chair  Reports  as
presented. Ruth Szymanski seconded the motion.
All approved. Motion carried.

New Business:

*Congregation  Meeting  will  be  postponed  until
further notice.

*Church  Facility  request  from  Christie  Martinez,
Anxiety  &  Depression  Support  Group  of  Austin
County,  to  use  facility  on  3rd Saturday  of  each
month from 10 am to noon. Request denied due to
not wanting to lock in facility for a long time and the
facility would need to be leased by a member and
be there at all times participating.

*Pastor  stipend for  special  services  (9  services  -
$125  per  service)  –  Motion  made  by  Ruth
Szymanski  and  seconded  by  Lee  Hobratschk  to
authorize  payment  to  Pastor  Franke for  services.
All approved. Motion carried.

*Lenten  services  offering  will  be  put  in  General
Fund. Motion made by Carol Jean Hauschild and
seconded by Norma Pavelka. All approved. Motion
carried.

*Pastor Franke thanked council for extra payment
for services.

*Church  BBQ  –  August  10th –  George  Wied  will
chair again.
*No further new business.

There being no further business, President Toellner
called  for  a  motion  to  adjourn.  Motion  made  by
Marlene  Leiber  to  adjourn  meeting.  Carol  Jean
Hauschild  seconded  the  motion.  All  approved.
Motion carried.

Norma Pavelka will do devotion for next meeting.

Next  meeting will  be  on Monday,  May 12,  2014.
President Toellner led all in the Lord’s Prayer.

Dale Toellner - President 
Johanna Buechmann - Secretary
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