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Wednesday, November 26th
7:00 pm
Thanksgiving Eve Service
Church Office
Closed Thursday and
Friday for Thanksgiving

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
8:45 am Fellowship
9:05 am Sunday School
&
Bible Study
10:15 am Worship
Church Phone:
979.885.2211
Fax 979.885.7003
Web site
www.tlcsealy.org
Vacancy Pastor
Gilbert Franke
Maggie Kent, Office
Secretary
ELDERS:
Lowell Coody, 865-9638
Lee Hobratschk,
832-419-2998
Bobby Barrett, 885-3450
Tracy Schiller, 865-2748
Joel Grigar, 885-1415

Read Mark 8:34-38
Psalm 119:9–16

Exercise Your Right of Gratitude
"But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness,
and all these things will be given to you as well." – Matthew 6:33 NIV
Some wit has said, "If Galileo were living today, he would prove the whole
universe revolved around him!" That may be true. It does seem we have moved
toward an egocentric social mindset: "You deserve a break today;" "I gotta' be me;"
"Just do it;" "Don't hold me back."
This "me mania" gets us into trouble when we think we deserve all the good things
we want in life. There are two serious symptoms that show up in our lives when
we begin to live as though we were entitled to a three bedroom house full of
furniture, a wall-sized flatscreen TV, a two car garage, 4G cellular telephone,
broadband wireless internet, and the like.
First of all, we don't mind doing whatever it takes to get them. That runs all the
way from taking advantage of a friend to stealing from an employer. "After all, I'm
not getting the salary I deserve!"
Even worse, this "self-deserving" attitude takes away our gratitude. There is no
reason to thank anyone for something you deserve. Jesus himself said, "Would the
master thank the servant because he did what he was supposed to do?" The
expected answer is, "Of course not!" Do you thank your boss for your weekly
paycheck? Do you thank the utilities company for providing electricity or water
when you pay for it?
Why would you bother to thank anyone for those things you deserve? Well, you
might, to be polite, but surely not out of gratitude. There is nothing to be grateful
for if you only receive things that you have earned.
God certainly gives us a great gift: he entitles us to gratitude. He does that by
giving us much more than we need or deserve. The first bountiful blessing from
his hand is forgiveness for our sins and eternal life with him through Jesus Christ
his Son! Beyond that he showers on us all our physical blessings as well.
"Seek first God's kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given
to you as well." None of us deserved to be born in this land of American plenty.
The identity of life itself, that each of us is able to say, "I," "me," or "mine" is a
gift, pure, simple, and undeserved.
With every gift from God's gracious hand he preserves our right to give him
thanks! That is the one thing we are entitled to! Exercise your right to be grateful.
Say "Thank You!"

Eternal Father, You valued me so much that You willingly
gave Your own dear Son, that by His sacrifice I may be
redeemed from the slavery of sin and death. Free me
from the power that goods and money have over my life,
so that I may live joyfully for You, my Savior and my
God. Amen.
Pastor Franke

Birthdays for the Month!

Greetings to you on this Special Day
11/05
11/06
11/07
11/08
11/08
11/09
11/09
11/11
11/11

Joseph Smith
Fay Alexander
Robert Emshoff
Barbara Koy
Zachery Terrell
Cody Barrett
Larry Koy
Pam Epperly
Margaret Jatzlau

11/11
11/12
11/14
11/15
11/19
11/20
11/21
11/22

CLAYTON SNEED
Dale Toellner
ALEXIS HORELICA
La Vonn Schier
GRACE KRUZEL
Dorothy Coody
Rhonda Pavelka
Nettie Swearingen

11/22 Ernestine Schneider
11/23 Johnnie Sodolak
11/23 Hannah Browne
Susie Busse
Betty Richter
11/27 Kristen Cash
11/27 Krystal Cash
Gaylan Christiansen

Happy Anniversary
Let’s rejoice with these couples as they celebrate the designated anniversaries.
11/04/1978
11/10/1990
11/12/2010

Lee & Kim Hobratschk
Robert & Melody Anderson
Dale & Susie Toellner

11/16/1963
11/23/1963
11/27/1965

David & Carol Jean Hauschild
Robert & Betty Richter
Pat & Mary Buechmann

Prayers for Nursing Home And Shut Ins
*Ellie Michaels
Tuscan Community Asst. Living
28019 Norfolk Trail Ct.
Katy, TX 77494
House phone – 281-574-9724
Manager of Tuscan Community
Living is – 832-361-4064
*Eddie Svinky - Colonial Belle –
Sealy
*Louise Kinsey - Colonial Belle –
Sealy
*Nettie Swearingen
Colonial Belle-Sealy
*Edna Finke
832-419-4658
Solana at Cinco Ranch
24001 Cinco Village Center Blvd
Apt 1148
Katy TX 77494

*Clara Gerstenberger
Kruse Village Long Term Care
1700 East Stone Room 213
Strawberry Lane
Brenham, TX 77833

Dear Trinity Lutheran Congregation:
Thank you for your gift of $175.00
towards the Military BibleStick project. You

*Bernice Hintz
P. O. Box 1651
Brenham, TX 77833
979-289-2568

are a blessing! Here are just a couple of recent
comments sent in by our troops:


*Lavonn Schier
Caretakers: John and Shirley
Schier
4726 Oxbow Circle East
Fulshear, TX 77441-4448
281-346-0452

The Military BibleStick has been
instrumental

in

my

addiction

recovery. It was given to me while I
was in treatment and has been
encouraging since then!


Dinner Tickets

This came at a wonderful time in my
life as I just accepted Christ into

Thursday, Nov. 13th
5:30 pm-7:00 pm

my heart.

Advance Tickets Sales Only!!
Preschool Congregational
Thanksgiving Dinner Tickets $9.00
(If Not Sold Out!)
Please do not ask for us to hold tickets.
Preschool – Congregational Thanksgiving
Dinner Tickets are $9.00. You may purchase the
tickets on Sunday mornings before and after the
worship service or come by the church or
preschool office. Remember that 500 is the limit!
Call the church office to see if tickets are left to
purchase.

Faith Comes by Hearing

SEALY CHRISTIAN
FOOD PANTRY is looking for two or

more people to represent Trinity Lutheran
Church on the Food Pantry Board as a
Coordinator. Meetings are every 3rd
Wednesday of the month at 1:00 pm. If you
are interested please contact Patsy Tomasek
at 877-0848.
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A Devotion for November 1
Please read: 1 Thessalonians 3:6-13
and Psalm 15

Ladies Aid News

STRONG HEARTED SAINTS

Trinity Lutheran Ladies Aid met on October 2 nd with
eight members present.
Ruth Paben, President, called the meeting
to order. The meeting was opened with prayer.
Since Reformation is observed in October,
Betty Herridge gave a brief summary of a family trip
she took to Germany several years ago where they
visited the sights where Martin Luther lived and
worked.
The two new officers for Ladies Aid are:
President-Antoinette Romano and Secretary-Ruth
Paben for the 2015 term. The vice president,
treasurer and reporter will serve another term with
the same office they hold.
Members having October birthdays are
Ursula Kutra, Ruth Paben, Ruby Emshoff and Betty
Remmert.
After the closing and table prayers were
given, refreshments were served by hostesses,
Betty Herridge and Betty Richter.
Hostesses for November are Ruth Paben
and Antoinette Romano.
Loretta Dziadek

He will keep you strong to
the end, so that you will be
blameless on the day of our
Lord Jesus Christ. -- 1
Corinthians 1:8 ESV

The race is not always won by the fastest runner.
The strong person is certainly not always innocent!
Might gives only an appearance of right. Yet St.
Paul wrote, “God will keep you strong so that you
will be blameless!”
Strong hearts are faithful hearts. God supplies the
faithfulness to make our weak hearts strong.
Connected by faith to Jesus and His death, God’s
people are kept blameless in His sight. When our
Lord returns, His holy ones, whether in heaven or
on this earth, will stand before Him blameless.
People with great resources have greater
responsibilities. God’s people, with hearts made
strong in Christ, have the resources of His great
love flowing out to others. Christ makes His saints
strong-hearted to live in love.

Trinity Lutheran Church-MS
402 Atchison, Sealy, TX 77474
Phone (979) 885-2211
Date___________________
Name___________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
E-mail Address____________________________________________
Phone____________________ ____ Mem. # Att.______________
Home Church_____________________ Vis. # Att._____________
Interested in Trinity Membership______ Desire Pastorial Call _____
New Address or Phone #__________________________
_____I requested a special prayer for ____________________
_____I am entering the _______________________________

Coming Lord Jesus, my Judge and
Savior, Your faithful death has made
me innocent! By your Spirit, keep
me faithful in life as I share Your
love. Amen.
Pastor Franke

Communion Registration for
Date______________________
Names:_________________________________________
I (we) have confessed my (our) sins to God and to
my fellowmen, and desiring assurance of my
forgiveness, will receive the Sacrament of Holy
Communion today. I believe the Real Presence of
Jesus Christ comes to me in this meal of bread
and wine as instituted by Jesus Christ for all His followers.

Blue Attendance Registration Card:
ATTENDANCE SIDE: When filling out the blue attendance
registration card please include the date, your name and if you
have your child/children with you please include them on the
attendance card so the family may be properly recorded for
attendance.

Seniors’ Day Luncheon
When: Wednesday, Nov. 5th!
Time: 12:15 pm
Sign Up To Attend!! Our next Senior Day
Luncheon at Trinity is Wednesday, November
5th at 12:15 p.m. Come and enjoy a turkey and
dressing dinner! We will play Bingo and
Dominos after the luncheon or just enjoy the
food and fellowship! Remember to invite your
friends and neighbors. Please sign- up on the
sheet in the Narthex if you plan to attend. If you
have any questions please contact Mary
Buechmann 885-2730, Geraldine Barrett 8853450 or Antoinette Romano 281-217-7177.

COMMUNION SIDE: *Those who wish to participate in the
Lord’s Supper at TLC are requested to register by placing their
name (s) on the reverse side of the Blue Attendance
Registration Card in order that their participation in the Lord’s
Supper is properly recorded. Individual cups containing grape
juice placed at the center of the tray for those sensitive to
alcohol. Children and others not communing are invited to
come to the altar to receive a blessing. Indicate your desire to
receive a blessing by crossing your arms over your chest.
From the information you provide on the Blue Card your
attendance and partaking of Communion are entered into the
Shepherds Staff System by the church Secretary. Failure to
complete this information distorts not only your personal data,
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but also the Church’s year-end reporting to the Synod. Thank
you for helping us maintain accurate records.

see how expensive this event can be, but with all the parents
and congregation donating food items, this will be a success.
During the dinner we also have a silent auction. If
you would like to donate towards the silent auction, this would
be greatly appreciated! You can donate new items, hand
crafted items, baked goods, gift certificates or whatever you
can think of to make this a success. Please give us a starting
price on your item.
We also have a work sign-up list to help in the
kitchen. This is a very important job and beginning Monday
November 10th, we begin preparation of our thanksgiving
dinner. Please contact the preschool office or church office if
you would like to help in the kitchen. We try to do most of the
preparation during preschool hours. Everyone may leave at
NOON.
De-boning turkeys is a big part of the thanksgiving
dinner. We desperately need help in tearing the meat off the
bones and placing the meat in pans. There is a sign-up list for
church members and preschool parents to help in de-boning.
De-boning usually starts around 12:30 pm. If you can save the
date, Thursday November the 13th to help de-bone, this would
be greatly appreciated! Sign up if you can help.
Breads and desserts may be brought in on
Wednesday and Thursday November 12th and 13th in the
morning. If you would like to purchase bread that is closest to
homemade, go to Bill’s Country Market. If you would like to
bake Mrs. Smith’s pies, that would be great also. We try not to
make this difficult for anyone, so just remember to be simple.
Purchase Your Tickets NOW for $9.00. Once we
reach our limit of 500 tickets sold, no tickets will be sold after
that time. The kitchen is only equipped to handle about 500
plates. No tickets sold the night of the dinner. Remember that
this is a fundraiser and by the time we pay to pit smoke the
turkeys, purchase the dry goods and ingredients for the
dressing, it is worthwhile to have this fundraiser! Please have
all items here at the preschool by Wednesday, November 5th.
Can goods and turkey money may be brought in as soon as
possible.

Tuesday, November 11, 2014

We are getting ready for our Sixteenth
Annual Preschool Congregational Thanksgiving Dinner, which
will be on Thursday November 13th, beginning at 5:30 p.m.
and ending at 7:00 p.m. The cost of the ticket is $9.00. This
is the major fundraiser for the preschool which helps with the
cost for teacher training, criminal background and
fingerprinting of teachers, playground upkeep, classroom toys,
supplies, snacks, repairs, carpet cleaning, exterminating, fire
inspections, gas inspections etc., or for whatever else arises in
the year. The proceeds from the Thanksgiving Dinner will help
replace timbers around the wooden playground and set aside
funds for bills to get through the summer.
Since this is a fundraiser to benefit the preschool, we
need parents and church members to donate food items
towards the dinner. This is posted on the large glass window
as you enter the preschool. We are in need of sixty-five
turkeys and you can purchase a turkey for $12.00 and make
the check out to Trinity Lutheran Preschool or you can give
cash. Please place your check or cash in an envelope and
bring it to the preschool office. We will make one check out to
H E B in Columbus, since we are purchasing the turkeys from
them. Please have your turkey money donation in the office by
Wednesday November 5th, so I can pick up the turkeys on
Friday morning to deliver to Mikeska’s in Columbus to be pit
smoked.
The cost to pit smoke the turkeys is around $650.00.
Mikeska’s in Columbus smokes the turkeys for the preschool.
It would be a big help if you would like to donate money
towards the smoking of the turkeys. With your help you can
donate in $5.00 increments. Make your check out to Trinity
Lutheran Preschool or cash and place this in the envelope
provided. All donations will need to be in the preschool or
church office by Wednesday, November 5th so I can pay
Mikeska’s when I pick up the turkeys the day of the dinner.
We also in need of thirty-five huge cans of the corn,
thirty-five huge cans of green beans, thirty-five cans huge
yams, six huge cans of cranberry sauce, thirty desserts and
thirty-five loaves of bread, which you can order and pick up
from Bill’s Country Market. Please feel free to take a look at
the thanksgiving dinner fundraiser sign up list and write your
name on the items you wish to donate. Bring items to the
preschool as soon as you have purchased them. This will give
me an idea of what I need to purchase for the dinner. You can

This year’s event will be featuring an art
display. Breanne Nelson, one of the room mothers, will donate
her time to help the children create their masterpiece. Each
child will be making a priceless keepsake. Parents will have
the opportunity to make a donation to purchase their child’s
masterpiece the night of the Thanksgiving Dinner!
Thank you in advance to all the preschool parents,
congregational members and community for all your dedication
and support in making Trinity Lutheran Preschool a success
sharing the word of Jesus Christ.
(Everyone’s efforts are worthwhile and serve a noble purpose)
Themes! The themes for the month of November are:
Transportation and Giving Thanks. The children will learn the
color GREEN, the shape OVAL, and the letter sounds if they
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are ready, T, C, O, R and N. The Bible verse for the month is:
“Thanks be to God” (1Corinthians 15:57).
The children work on the Ten Commandments during
Chapel and this month they will be learning “Remember the
Sabbath day by keeping it Holy”. They will learn the meaning
of the commandment that we should fear and love God so that
we do not despise preaching and His Word, but hold it sacred
and gladly hear and learn it. The Bible stories for the month
are:

Christmas Pictures! Kay from Treasured Portraits will
be at the preschool on Friday, November 21st to take
Christmas pictures.
Please fill out the picture order form and hand back to
the preschool office by Friday, November 14th along with the
money. Please make your check out to Treasured Portraits. If
your form is not handed in your child will not have his/her
picture taken.

Week of Nov. 3rd – Nov. 7th
God Rewards Ruth’s Loyalty
“Happy or Grumpy” (PDB)
God Chooses David
Week of Nov. 10th – Nov. 14th
David Fights Goliath
“Be Humble” (PDB)
Solomon Saves a Baby
Week of Nov. 17th – Nov. 21st
The Wisdom of King Solomon
“The Earth Obeys” (PDB)
Elijah the Prophet
Week of Nov. 24th– Nov. 28th

Fantasy of Lights! December 6th the theme for the Trinity
Lutheran Preschool Float is “TLC Preschool’s Littlest Angel
Choir.” Thanks to Tim and Dana Hrachovy for providing the
preschool with their trailer, truck, 25 bales of hay and a
generator, We need a barn to decorate and parent involvement
to help decorate the float. Decorating will begin Monday,
December 1st if we have a barn to use. We will begin promptly
at 6:00 pm.
Preschoolers in the three and four year old classes
will be able to ride on the float with a parent. If you are
planning to ride there will be no siblings. Look for more
information about the Fantasy of Lights in the next couple of
weeks.

Jonah Tries to Run From God Thanksgiving Holidays
Family of the Week! Family of the week is a program we
have that aids children in being able to share their family with
everyone at preschool and church. Each week a family will be
chosen to be Family of the Week.
Your child is asked to bring about five to ten pictures
of their family to be placed on the preschool bulletin board in
the gym. Always check your calendar of events to see if it is
your turn to be family of the week. Families of the Week for
the month of November are:

Have a Blessed Thanksgiving
Ms. Maggie and Staff

MINUTES OF TRINITY
LUTHERAN CHURCH
COUNCIL MEETING
OCTOBER 13, 2014

Nov.3th – Nov. 7th
Levi Jackson
Nov. 10th – Nov. 14th
Jolie Kainer & Natalie Knesek
Nov. 17th – Nov. 21st
Mason Kovar & Kinsley Koy
Nov. 25th – Nov. 29th
Thanksgiving Holidays

The Trinity Lutheran Church Council Meeting was called
to order by Vice President George Wied. Lee Hobratschk
opened with prayer and presented devotion A Symbol of
Faith about Martin Luther’s coat of arms.

Please bring your pictures Friday before your child is Family of
the Week!
Wear Green Day! Since we are learning the color GREEN
for the month, we would like the children to wear something
GREEN to preschool on Friday, November 14th. Children can
wear green clothes, socks, shoes, hair bows, neckties or
whatever you can think of to reinforce the color GREEN!
Sack Lunch Day! The children will have Sack Lunch Day
on Tuesday November 25th outside on the preschool
playground. Look for a decorated lunch sack from your child to
use as their lunch sack!

Council Members Present: Pastor Franke - Vacancy
Pastor, George Wied - Vice President, Carol Jean
Hauschild - Treasurer, Marlene Leiber - Stewardship
Chair, Fred Paben - Trustee Chair, Lee Hobratschk Elder Chair, Ruth Szymanski - Evangelism, Norma
Pavelka - Fellowship Chair , Pat Buechmann - Usher
Chair, Johanna Buechmann - Secretary
Council Members Absent: Dale Toellner - President,
Valerie Engelbrecht - Education/Youth Chair

Gift Basket Items! For the Preschool – Congregational
Thanksgiving Dinner Silent Auction, we need all the parents to
bring in their items for the class basket by Wednesday Nov. 5th.
We are looking for items to fill for a Movies/Games/Snack
Basket. The room mothers have been working and collecting
these items and now would like to prepare the baskets for the
silent auction.

Minutes from the September 8, 2014 meeting were
presented for review and approval. Carol Jean Hauschild
made motion to accept minutes. Marlene Leiber
seconded the motion. All approved. Motion carried.
Unfinished/Old Business:
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*2015 Slate of Officers - all positions filled and ballot will
be posted in Blues one week before election
*2015 Budget was posted in Blues on Sunday, October
12th.
*Grace Holtkamp advised that the historical marker came
in and will get with City of Sealy to install. Fred Paben
and Grace will decide where to put marker and when to
dedicate it.
*Discussion on one time contribution of $100 to Sealy
Ministerial Alliance and Sealy Christian Food Pantry per
budget.

*Discussion on memory work for confirmation *Seven
members at Colonial Belle for service *Circuit Forum will
be later and waiting on information.
Valerie Engelbrecht- Education/Youth Chair (absent)
*No report presented
Ruth Szymanski - Evangelism Chair
*Baskets will be made for new families that have been
visiting.
Norma Pavelka - Fellowship Chair
*Mission Sunday potluck lunch
*Fellowship will have cake and punch reception for the
Confirmation Profession of Faith *Advent Soup Suppers Altar Guild December 3rd, Council December 10th and
December 17th will need a volunteer group

Chair Reports:
Carol Jean Hauschild - Treasurer
*The September 30, 2014 Treasurer’s Report was
presented. The cash balances in the General Fund is
$53,738.84, Building Fund is $53,936.99, Designated
Funds is $63,745.47 and Total - All Funds is
$171,421.30. The General Fund Contributions is
$19,735.00. Total management and general expenses is
$13,700.46. The Excess (deficit) of contributions over
expenses is $6,034.54. General Fund Expenditures is
$13,700.46.
*Discussion on BBQ fund. This was referred to Janice
Wied as to total made on BBQ.
*Austin County Child Care Association conference
donated $200 for use of facility.

Fred Paben - Trustee Chair
*Everything is doing well.
*Discussion on coffee pot in kitchen leaking and back
parking lot to be paved completely. Fred will check on
both.
Pat Buechmann - Usher Chair
*Everything is doing good.
Vice President Wied called for a motion to approve the
Chair Reports. Motion was made by Carol Jean
Hauschild to accept the Chair Reports as presented. Lee
Hobratschk seconded the motion. All approved. Motion
carried.

Marlene Leiber - Stewardship Chair
*2015 Budget posted in Blues Sunday, October 12th.

New Business:

Lee Hobratschk - Elder Chair
*Discussion on status of Call Committee
*Mission Sunday will be October 19th with potluck lunch.
Camp Lone Star will be mission topic.
*Wednesday, November 19th will be Confirmation
Profession of Faith *Sunday, November 23rd will be Rite
of Confirmation service *Discussion of web page renewal
for 3 year subscription *Discussion on sound system that
needs to be checked *Discussion on delinquent family
(members)

*Correspondence from Texas District on assessment fee
due March 30, 2015 which is yearly fee based on
attendance. Lee Hobratschk will contact district.
*Correspondence regarding Texas District 60th meeting
in San Marcos. Pastor Franke will contact Dale Toellner
regarding nominations.
*Correspondence from Texas District for donation to
Concordia Seminary LCMS Joint Seminary Fund. Council
okayed for free will offering at door to be taken Sunday,
October 19th. Pastor Franke will contact Maggie.
*Congregational meeting will be October 26, 2014.
*No further new business.

George Wied - Vice President
*Call committee is heading in right direction.
Congregation agrees with the direction they are going.
Committee has narrowed and ranked the top 5 picks and
will teleconference with each one. There will be another
meeting if possible before teleconference.

There being no further business, Vice President Wied
called for a motion to adjourn. Motion made by Fred
Paben to adjourn meeting. Ruth Szymanski seconded the
motion. All approved. Motion carried.

Pastor Franke - Vacancy Pastor
*Lutheran Bible Companion sign up poster will be posted.
*There were 2 funerals - Jimmy Szymanski and Burnita
Dittmer *Confirmation Profession of Faith will be
Wednesday, November 19th.

Norma Pavelka will do devotion for November meeting.
Next meeting will be on Monday, November 10, 2014.
Pastor Franke closed in prayer.
George Wied - Vice President
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Johanna Buechmann - Secretary
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