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Prelude 
 

Invocation 
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.                    Matthew 28:19b 

     Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
May God judge His people with righteousness and justice. 

     May He defend the poor, deliver the needy, and crush the oppressor.                      Psalm 72:2, 4 

Holy and gracious God, 

     We confess that we have sinned against You this day. Some of our sin we know—the  

     thoughts and words and deeds of which we are ashamed—but some is known only to  

     You. In the name of Jesus Christ we ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore us that we  

     may rest in peace.   Time of Silence 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

     Amen. 

He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.  

     Amen.                              Philippians 1:6 

 

Processional Hymn Please Stand                 “Once He Came in Blessing” 
Once He came in blessing, All our sins redressing; Came in likeness lowly, 

    Son of God most holy; Bore the cross to save us; Hope and freedom gave us. 
 

Now He gently leads us; With Himself He feeds us Precious food from heaven, 

    Pledge of peace here given, Manna that will nourish Souls that they may flourish. 
 

Soon will come that hour When with mighty power Christ will come in splendor 

    And will judgment render, With the faithful sharing Joy beyond comparing. 
 

Come, then, O Lord Jesus, From our sins release us. Keep our hearts believing, 

    That we, grace receiving, Ever may confess You Till in heav’n we bless You. 
Lutheran Service Book, Hymn 333–Text: Johann Horn, c. 1490–1547; (sts. 1, 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; Text (sts. 

1, 4): Public domain 

Text (sts. 2–3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005255 

 

Kyrie 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

     Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

     Lord, have mercy. 
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all 

let us pray to the Lord. 

     Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

     Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

     Amen. 
 

Prayer 
The Lord be with you. 

     And also with you. 

Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by 

His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

     Amen. 
 

Psalmody Please Be Seated                       Psalm 72:1–7  

Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the royal son! 

     May he judge your people with righteousness, and your poor with justice! 

Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people, and the hills, in righteousness! 

     May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the children of  

     the needy, and crush the oppressor! 

May they fear you while the sun endures, and as long as the moon, throughout all generations! 

     May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like showers that water the earth! 

In his days may the righteous flourish, and peace abound, till the moon be no more! 

     Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning,  

     is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading                                 Isaiah 11:1–10 
1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 

    and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

    the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
3And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 
6The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 

and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. 
7The cow and the bear shall graze; 

    their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 

    and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den. 



9They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; 

for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 
10 In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the nations 

inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

     Thanks be to God. 
 

The Epistle                                Romans 15:4–13  
4For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and 

through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of endurance and 

encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6that 

together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7Therefore 

welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God's truthfulness, in order to 

confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his 

mercy. As it is written, 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.” 
10And again it says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 
11And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him.” 
12And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; 

in him will the Gentiles hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy 

Spirit you may abound in hope. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

     Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Hymn                “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” 
On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry Announces that the Lord is nigh; 

    Awake and hearken, for he brings Glad tidings of the King of kings! 
 

Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin; Make straight the way for God within, 

    And let us all our hearts prepare For Christ to come and enter there. 
 

We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord, Our refuge and our great reward; 

    Without Thy grace we waste away Like flow’rs that wither and decay. 
 

Lay on the sick Thy healing hand And make the fallen strong to stand; 

    Show us the glory of Thy face Till beauty springs in ev’ry place. 

Please Stand 

All praise, eternal Son, to Thee Whose advent sets Thy people free, 

    Whom with the Father we adore And Holy Spirit evermore. 
Lutheran Service Book, Hymn 344–Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. Composite; Text: Public domain 

 

Holy Gospel                        Matthew 3:1–12 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 

     Glory to You, O Lord. 
1In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2“Repent, for the kingdom 

of heaven is at hand.” 3For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, 



“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:  

‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’” 
4Now John wore a garment of camel's hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts 

and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to 

him, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, “You 

brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit in keeping with 

repentance. 9And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell 

you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 10Even now the axe is laid to the 

root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 

fire. 
11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose 

sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing 

fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the 

chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

     Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Children’s Message Please Be Seated 
 

The Hymn                    “A Great and Mighty Wonder” 
A great and mighty wonder, A full and holy cure: 

    The virgin bears the infant With virgin honor pure! 

~Proclaim the Savior’s birth: “To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth!” 
 

The Word becomes incarnate And yet remains on high, 

    And cherubim sing anthems To shepherds from the sky. ~Proclaim… 
 

While thus they sing your Monarch, Those bright angelic bands, 

    Rejoice, O vales and mountains, And oceans, clap your hands. ~Proclaim… 
 

Since all He comes to ransom, By all be He adored, 

    The infant born in Bethl’em, The Savior and the Lord. ~Proclaim… 
 

All idols then shall perish And Satan’s lying cease, 

    And Christ shall raise His scepter, Decreeing endless peace. ~Proclaim…. 
Lutheran Service Book, Hymn 383–Text: Germanus, c. 634–c. 734; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.;  

Text: Public domain 

 

Proclamation of the Word 
“There is No ‘I’ in ‘Judge’”                      Psalm 72:1–7 
 

Offering and Musical Offering 
 

Preface Please Stand 

The Lord be with you. 

     And also with you. 

 



Lift up your hearts. 

     We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to Lord our God. 

     It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface 
 

Sanctus Hymn  Music: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” Hymn 380 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of Sabaoth adored 

    Heav’n and earth with full acclaim Shout the glory of Your name. 

    Sing hosanna in the highest, Sing hosanna to the Lord; 

    Truly blest is He who comes In the name of God our Lord. 

    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of heav’n and earth adored! 


Words of Our Lord 
 

The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

     Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Distribution Hymn Please Be Seated       “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” 

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates! Behold, the King of glory waits. 

    The King of kings is drawing near; The Savior of the world is here. 

    Life and salvation He doth bring; Therefore rejoice and gladly sing. 

    To God the Father raise Your joyful songs of praise. 
 

A righteous Helper comes to thee; His chariot is humility, 

    His kingly crown is holiness, His scepter, pity in distress. 

    The end of all our woe He brings; Therefore the earth is glad and sings. 

    To Christ the Savior raise Your grateful hymns of praise. 
 

How blest the land, the city blest, Where Christ the ruler is confessed! 

    O peaceful hearts and happy homes To whom this King in triumph comes! 

    The cloudless sun of joy is He Who comes to set His people free. 

    To God the Spirit raise Your happy shouts of praise. 
 

Fling wide the portals of your heart; Make it a temple set apart 

    From earthly use for heav’n’s employ, Adorned with prayer and love and joy. 

    So shall your Sov’reign enter in And new and nobler life begin. 

    To God alone be praise For word and deed and grace! 
 

Redeemer, come and open wide My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide! 

    O enter with Thy grace divine; Thy face of mercy on me shine. 

    Thy Holy Spirit guide us on Until our glorious goal is won. 

    Eternal praise and fame We offer to Thy name. 
Lutheran Service Book, Hymn 341–Text: Georg Weissel, 1590–1635; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; 

Text: Public domain 

 

 



Prayer of the Church Please Stand  Each petition is concluded with the following: 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

     Hear our prayer. 
 

Benediction 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on You with favor and + give You peace.                     Numbers 6:24–26 

     Amen. 
 

Recessional Hymn Please Be Seated                  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 

    Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 

    Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies; 

    With the_angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

~Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

    Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

    Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail the_incarnate Deity! 

    Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel! ~Hark… 
 

Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

    Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with healing in His wings. 

    Mild He lays His glory by, Born that man no more may die, 

    Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth. ~Hark…. 
Lutheran Service Book, Hymn 380–Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt.; Text: Public domain 

 

Postlude 
 


