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Prelude 
 

Processional Hymn Please Stand          “Today Your Mercy Calls Us” 

Today Your mercy calls us To wash away our sin.However great our trespass,  

Whatever we have been,However long from mercy Our hearts have turned away,  

Your precious blood can wash us And make us clean today. 
 

Today Your gate is open, And all who enter in Shall find a Father’s welcome  

And pardon for their sin.The past shall be forgotten, A present joy be giv’n, 

A future grace be promised, A glorious crown in heav’n. 
 

Today our Father calls us; His Holy Spirit waits; His blessèd angels gather  

Around the heav’nly gates. No question will be asked us How often we have come; 

Although we oft have wandered, It is our Father’s home. 
 

O all-embracing Mercy, O ever-open Door, What should we do without You  

When heart and eye run o’er? When all things seem against us, To drive us to despair, 

    We know one gate is open, One ear will hear our prayer. 
Lutheran Service Book, Hymn 915-Text: Oswald Allen 1816-78; Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes 1812-c.1957; 

Setting: The Lutheran Hymnal 1941; Public Domain; LSBHymnLicense.net #100012386. 
 

Invocation 
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.   Matthew 28:19b 

     Amen. 

God is our refuge and strength, 

     A very present help in trouble.        Psalm 46:1 

The Mighty One, God the LORD, speaks and summons the earth 

     From the rising of the sun to its setting.      Psalm 50:1 
 

Confession and Absolution 

Invited by the grace of God, as His baptized children, we entreat His mercy confessing our sins and 

receiving His forgiveness. 

     O merciful Father, hear our plea for Your constant help in the struggle of living in the  

     strength of our Baptism into the death and resurrection of Your Son, our Lord Jesus  

     Christ. We lay our sins on His own atoning death. Raise us in the assurance of Your  

     forgiveness and Your power to create a new and contrite heart, that we may serve You  

     in holiness and forever sing Your praises both now and forever. Hear us for the sake of  

     Jesus, our Lord and our eternal King. Amen.  A Time of Silence 

The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of water 

and the Spirit, strengthen you with His grace. In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

     Amen. 
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The Prayer 
The Lord be with you. 

     And also with you. 

Let us pray. O Lord, You have called us to enter Your kingdom through the narrow door. Guide us 

by Your Word and Spirit, and lead us now and always into the feast of Your Son, Jesus Christ, that 

we may follow Him on the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

     Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise Please Be Seated             “From All That Dwell Below the Skies” 

From all that dwell below the skies Let the Creator’s praise arise: Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Let the Redeemer’s name be sung Through ev’ry land by ev’ry tongue.   

~Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Eternal are Thy mercies, Lord; Eternal truth attends Thy Word. Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore Till suns shall rise and set no more. Alleluia,… 
 

All praise to God the Father be, All praise eternal Son, to Thee. Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Whom with the Spirit we adore Forever and forevermore: Alleluia,.... 
Lutheran Service Book, Hymn 816 - Text: Isaac Watts 1674-1748, vv. 1-2; William W. How 1823-97, v. 3 

Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesang, Koln 1623; Public Domain; LSBHymnLicense.net #100012386. 
 

Old Testament Reading                 Isaiah 66:18–23 
18“For I know their works and their thoughts, and the time is coming to gather all nations and 

tongues. And they shall come and shall see my glory, 19and I will set a sign among them. And from 

them I will send survivors to the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, who draw the bow, to Tubal 

and Javan, to the coastlands far away, that have not heard my fame or seen my glory. And they shall 

declare my glory among the nations. 20And they shall bring all your brothers from all the nations as 

an offering to the LORD, on horses and in chariots and in litters and on mules and on dromedaries, to 

my holy mountain Jerusalem, says the LORD, just as the Israelites bring their grain offering in a clean 

vessel to the house of the LORD. 21And some of them also I will take for priests and for Levites, says 

the LORD. 
22“For as the new heavens and the new earth that I make 

shall remain before me, says the LORD, 

    so shall your offspring and your name remain. 
23From new moon to new moon, and from Sabbath to Sabbath, 

all flesh shall come to worship before me, declares the LORD. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

     Thanks be to God. 
 

The Epistle             Hebrews 12:4–24 
4In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 5And have 

you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? 

“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, 

    nor be weary when reproved by him. 
6For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.” 
7It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom 

his father does not discipline? 8If you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then 



you are illegitimate children and not sons. 9Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined 

us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and live? 10For 

they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that 

we may share his holiness. 11For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but 

later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. 
12Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, 13and make straight paths for 

your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint but rather be healed. 14Strive for peace 

with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord. 15See to it that no 

one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no “root of bitterness” springs up and causes trouble, and 

by it many become defiled; 16that no one is sexually immoral or unholy like Esau, who sold his 

birthright for a single meal. 17For you know that afterward, when he desired to inherit the blessing, 

he was rejected, for he found no chance to repent, though he sought it with tears. 
18For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and darkness and gloom and a 

tempest 19and the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that no further 

messages be spoken to them. 20For they could not endure the order that was given, “If even a beast 

touches the mountain, it shall be stoned.” 21Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I 

tremble with fear.” 22But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the 

heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 23and to the assembly of the 

firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous 

made perfect, 24and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks 

a better word than the blood of Abel. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

     Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Hymn                 “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” 

Open now thy gates of beauty; Zion, let me enter there,  

    Where my soul in joyful duty Waits for Him who answers prayer.  

    Oh, how blessed is this place. Filled with solace, light, and grace! 
 

Gracious God, I come before Thee; Come Thou also unto me.  

    Where we find Thee and adore Thee, There a heav’n on earth must be.  

    To my heart, O enter Thou; Let it be Thy temple now! 
 

Here Thy praise is gladly chanted; Here Thy seed is duly sown.  

    Let my soul, where it is planted, Bring forth precious sheaves alone,  

    So that all I hear may be Fruitful unto life in me. 
 

Thou my faith increase and quicken; Let me keep Thy gift divine,  

    Howsoe’er temptations thicken; May Thy Word still o’er me shine  

    As my guiding star through life, As my comfort in all strife. 
 

Speak, O God, and I will hear Thee; Let thy will be done indeed.  

    May I undisturbed draw near Thee While Thou dost Thy people feed.  

    Here of life the fountain flows; Here is balm for all our woes. 
Lutheran Service Book, Hymn 901 -Text: Benjamin Schmolck 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth 1827-78; 

 Tune: Joachim Neander 1650-80; The Lutheran Hymnal 1941; Public Domain; LSBHymnLicense.net #100012386. 

 
 



Holy Gospel Please Stand              Luke 13:22–30 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth chapter. 

     Glory to You, O Lord. 
22He went on his way through towns and villages, teaching and journeying toward Jerusalem. 23And 

someone said to him, “Lord, will those who are saved be few?” And he said to them, 24“Strive to 

enter through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able. 25When 

once the master of the house has risen and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside and to knock 

at the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us,’ then he will answer you, ‘I do not know where you come 

from.’ 26Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in our 

streets.’ 27But he will say, ‘I tell you, I do not know where you come from. Depart from me, all you 

workers of evil!’ 28In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham 

and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God but you yourselves cast 

out. 29And people will come from east and west, and from north and south, and recline at table in the 

kingdom of God. 30And behold, some are last who will be first, and some are first who will be last.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

     Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Children’s Message Please Be Seated 
 

The Hymn                 “Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness” 

Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness My beauty are, my glorious dress; 

    Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed, With joy shall I lift up my head. 
 

Bold shall I stand in that great day, Cleansed and redeemed, no debt to pay; 

    Fully absolved through these I am From sin and fear, from guilt and shame. 
 

Lord, I believe Thy precious blood, Which at the mercy seat of God 

Pleads for the captives’ liberty, Was also shed in love for me. 
 

Lord, I believe, were sinners more Than sands upon the ocean shore, 

    Thou hast for all a ransom paid, For all a full atonement made. 
 

When from the dust of death I rise To claim my mansion in the skies, 

    This then shall be my only plea: Jesus hath lived and died for me. 
 

Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 

    For me, and all Thy hands have made, An everlasting ransom paid. 
Lutheran Service Book, Hymn 563 -Text: Nicolaus Ludwig Zinzendorf 1700-60; tr. John B. Wesley 1703-91; 

Tune: George J. Elvey 1816-93; Setting: The Lutheran Hymnal 1941; Public Domain; LSBHymnLicense.net #100012386. 
 

Proclamation of the Word 
“The Personal Narrow Door to Eternal Life”                Luke 13:22–30 
 

Offering and Musical Offering 
 

Preface Please Stand 

The Lord be with you. 

     And also with you.         2 Timothy 4:22 

Lift up your hearts. 

     We lift them to the Lord.        Colossians 3:1 



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

     It is right to give Him thanks and praise.     Psalm 136 
 

Proper Preface 
 

Sanctus Hymn          “Holy, Holy, Holy” (v. 1) 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!  

    Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee; 

    Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
Lutheran Service Book, Hymn 507-Text: Reginald Heber 1783-1826; 

Tune: John B. Dykes 1823-76; Public Domain; LSBHymnLicense.net #100012386. 
   

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Words of Our Lord 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

     Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei               “Lamb of  God” 

Your only Son, no sin to hide, But You have sent Him from Your side  

    To walk upon this guilty sod, And to be called the Lamb of God. 

~O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, I love the holy Lamb of God! 

  O wash me in His precious blood, My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God! 
 

Your Gift of love they crucified, They laughed and scorned Him as He died: 

    The humble King they named a fraud, And sacrificed the Lamb of God. ~O Lamb… 
 

I was so lost, I should have died, But You have brought me to Your side 

    To be led by Your staff and rod, And to be called a lamb of God. ~O Lamb…. 
Lutheran Service Book, Hymn 550 -Text & Tune: Twila Paris b.1958;  

©1985 Straighway Music; Used by permission; LSBHymnLicense.net #100012386. 
 

Distribution Hymn Please Be Seated              “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” 

All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name! Let angels prostrate fall;  

    Bring forth the royal diadem And crown Him Lord of all.  

    Bring forth the royal diadem And crown Him Lord of all. 
 

Crown Him, ye martyrs of our God, Who from His altar call;  

    Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod And crown Him Lord of all.  

    Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod And crown Him Lord of all. 
 

Ye seed of Israel’s chosen race, Ye ransomed from the fall,  

    Hail Him who saves you by His grace And crown Him Lord of all.  

    Hail Him who saves you by His grace And crown Him Lord of all. 
 

Hail Him, ye heirs of David’s line, Whom David Lord did call,  

    The God incarnate, man divine, And crown Him Lord of all.  

    The God incarnate, man divine, And crown Him Lord of all. 

 
 



Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget The wormwood and the gall,  

    Go, spread your trophies at His feet And crown Him Lord of all.  

    Go, spread your trophies at His feet And crown Him Lord of all. 
 

Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe, On this terrestrial ball  

    To Him all majesty ascribe And crown Him Lord of all.  

    To Him all majesty ascribe And crown Him Lord of all. 
 

Oh, that with yonder sacred throng We at His feet may fall!  

    We’ll join the everlasting song And crown Him Lord of all.  

    We’ll join the everlasting song And crown Him Lord of all. 
All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name-Text: Edward Perronet 1726-92 sts. 1-5 Selection of Hymns, London 1787 

Tune: Oliver Holden 1765-1844, setting Service Book and Hymnal, 1958; Public Domain; LSBHymnLicense.net #100012386. 


Dismissal             
 

Prayer of the Church Please Stand   
Each petition is concluded with the following: 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

     Hear our prayer. 
 

Benediction 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.    Numbers 6:24–26 

     Amen. 
 

Recessional Hymn Please Be Seated   “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” 

Go, My children, with My blessing, Never alone.  

    Waking, sleeping, I am with you; You are My own.  

    In My love’s baptismal river I have made you Mine forever. 

    Go, My children, with My blessing, You are My own. 
  

Go, My children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure.  

    Here you learned how much I love you, What I can cure.  

    Here you heard My dear Son’s story; Here you touched Him, saw His glory. 

    Go, My children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure. 
  

Go, My children, fed and nourished, Closer to Me;  

    Grow in love and love by serving, Joyful and free.  

    Here My Spirit’s power filled you; Here His tender comfort stilled you. 

    Go, My children, fed and nourished, Joyful and free. 
  

I, the Lord, will bless and keep you And give you peace;  

    I the Lord will smile upon you And give you peace;  

    I, the Lord, will be your Father, Savior, Comforter, and Brother. 

    Go, My children; I will keep you And give you peace. 
Lutheran Service Book, Hymn 922 -Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda 1919-2008; ©1983 Concordia Publishing House; 

Tune: Welsh 18th cent.; Setting: Ralph Vaughan Williams 1872-1958; Used by permission; LSBHymnLicense.net #100012386. 
 

Postlude 

 


